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making Christ known
Readings for 27 March 2011: Lent 3

COLLECT: The Reordering Prayer

Heavenly Father, through the power of your Holy Spirit, we pray for your guidance and inspiration
on the Church and community of Cuckfield in this Reordering Project. Increase our faith, hope and
love, that we may be strengthened in our vision of making Christ known. To whom be glory and
praise, now and always. Amen.

EXODUS 35: 4-9; 20-29: Preparations and Offerings for the Tabernacle

Moses said to all the congregation of the Israelites: This is the thing that the LORD has
commanded: Take from among you an offering to the LORD; let whoever is of a generous heart
bring the LORD's offering: gold, silver, and bronze; blue, purple, and crimson yarns, and fine linen;
goats' hair, tanned rams' skins, and fine leather; acacia wood, oil for the light, spices for the
anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, and onyx stones and gems to be set in the ephod and the
breastpiece.

Then all the congregation of the Israelites withdrew from the presence of Moses. And they came,
everyone whose heart was stirred, and everyone whose spirit was willing, and brought the LORD's
offering to be used for the tent of meeting, and for all its service, and for the sacred vestments. So
they came, both men and women; all who were of a willing heart brought brooches and earrings
and signet rings and pendants, all sorts of gold objects, everyone bringing an offering of gold to the
LORD. And everyone who possessed blue or purple or crimson yarn or fine linen or goats' hair or
tanned rams’ skins or fine leather, brought them. Everyone who could make an offering of silver or
bronze brought it as the LORD's offering; and everyone who possessed acacia wood of any use in the
work, brought it. All the skillful women spun with their hands, and brought what they had spun in
blue and purple and crimson yarns and fine linen; all the women whose hearts moved them to use
their skill spun the goats' hair. And the leaders brought onyx stones and gems to be set in the ephod
and the breastpiece, and spices and oil for the light, and for the anointing oil, and for the fragrant
incense. All the Israelite men and women whose hearts made them willing to bring anything for the
work that the LORD had commanded by Moses to be done, brought it as a freewill offering to the
LORD.

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 4: 32-37: The Believers Share their Possessions

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private
ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With great power
the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon
them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold
them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was
distributed to each as any had need. There was a Levite, a native of Cyprus, Joseph, to whom the
apostles gave the name Barnabas (which means ‘son of encouragement’). He sold a field that
belonged to him, then brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 21: 1-4: The Widow’s Offering

He looked up and saw rich people putting their gifts into the treasury; he also saw a poor widow
put in two small copper coins. He said, "Truly | tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of
them; for all of them have contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put
in all she had to live on.”



