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April 2021

Day of our Victory

My dear friends,

The first Easter represents a transformative moment in the life, not just 
of the believer, but for the whole of creation. Does this sound high-blown 
or over-the-top? It might do, yet Christians have always believed that 
the triumph of Jesus Christ through death and resurrection is a sign of 
the endless and unfathomable love of God revealed in our humanity - a 
love which all creation bears at its heart. Yet, paradoxically within our 
humanity, it is up to us to make the most of this knowledge and grow in 
exploring and displaying it – a life-long journey. 

The past wearing year, desolate in so many ways, has enabled many 
people to understand that life is for living, and actually it doesn’t need 
much in the way of material things to live it to the full. Many have 
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suffered greatly in so many ways during these twelve months: the huge 
death toll; the mental, familial, and financial costs; all will have ongoing 
repercussions for many years. 
Nevertheless, let us give thanks for that we are an Easter People. 

Ours is the Faith where we are assured of the abiding of God with us in 
every situation through his beloved Son.  Jesus offers to humanity and 
the whole of creation non other that the knowledge of a place in the 
heart of God’s love.

Alleluia! The Lord is risen; He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

With my love and prayers,
Michael
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From the Vicar’s Desk
COMING LIVE TO YOU By the time you recive the magazine, we will have 
resumed services in church on Sunday mornings, including the reinstated 8.00 
a.m. However, we are still required to abide by the current legislation. It is 
important to point out that our music will still remain largely pre-recorded at 
present in line with the law. 

If you attend the 8.00 a.m. please bring or fill out a slip of your details if attending. 

The 9.45 a.m. has a simple booking system on the church website. If you are 
unable to access this, please contact Gill in the church office (456461), and you 
will be added to the list. It is likely we can accommodate you without booking 
anyway. Please note that if you are a reader or leading the prayers, you may do 
this from home, as the 9.45 a.m. will continue to be Zoomed for the foreseeable 
future. I shall be in the church, rather than the Vicarage, and people will have 
the choice of attending in person or from home. 

HOLY WEEK 2021
May I commend to you these following opportunities to worship over Holy 
Week. We are particularly fortunate that Bishop Ruth is leading the Devotion 
on Good Friday (12 noon)

Please note that all services (other than the 8.00 a.m. Sunday Eucharists and 
the Family Easter Praise 11.15 a.m. service on Easter Day) will be available on 

the church Zoom link

www.holytrinitycuckfield.org

PALM SUNDAY (29th March) 
The 9.45 a.m. will feature the Passion read in its entirety, this year from Mark’s 
Gospel. I always think that this is an important start to Holy Week – Mark gives 
us a shorter yet vivid account of the Passion than the other Gospel writers. 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday in Holy Week  
There will a reflection each day @ 6.00 p.m. based on the readings for the 
day. I am delighted that Vicky Peattie, Clive Simmonds and Helen Swift will 
be giving these. Each will last no longer than half an hour and give us the 
opportunity to help focus each day on the Lord’s journey to Calvary.
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MAUNDY THURSDAY (1st April)
8.00 p.m. Eucharist of the Lord’s Supper This service starts with a sense of joy 
as the Gloria is sung for the only time during Lent as we give thanks for the gift 
of Holy Communion. The tone of the service then changes as we contemplate 
Christ’s journey to Gethsemane and the cross. 

GOOD FRIDAY (2nd April) 
10.00 - Family Service (in church and online) 

An Easter Homily for the ages by St John Chrysostom

If anyone is devout and a lover of God, let them 
enjoy this beautiful and radiant festival. 

If anyone is a grateful servant, let them, rejoicing, 
enter into the joy of his Lord. 

If anyone has wearied themselves in fasting, let them 
now receive recompense.
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(continued from page 6)

If anyone has laboured from the first hour, let them 
today receive the just reward. 

If anyone has come at the third hour, with 
thanksgiving let them feast. 

If anyone has arrived at the sixth hour, let them have 
no misgivings; for they shall suffer no loss. 

If anyone has delayed until the ninth hour, let them 
draw near without hesitation. 

If anyone has arrived even at the eleventh hour, let 
them not fear on account of tardiness.

For the Master is gracious and receives the last even 
as the first; He gives rest to him that comes at the 
eleventh hour, just as to him who has laboured from 
the first. 

He has mercy upon the last and cares for the first; 
to the one He gives, and to the other He is gracious. 

He both honours the work and praises the intention.

Enter all of you, therefore, into the joy of our Lord, 
and, whether first or last, receive your reward. 

O rich and poor, one with another, dance for joy! 

O you ascetics and you negligent, celebrate the day!

You that have fasted and you that have disregarded 
the fast, rejoice today! 

The table is rich-laden: feast royally, all of you! 

The calf is fatted: let no one go forth hungry!

Let all partake of the feast of faith. Let all receive the 
riches of goodness. 

Let no one lament their poverty, for the universal 
kingdom has been revealed. 

Let no one mourn their transgressions, for pardon 
has dawned from the grave. 
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Let no one fear death, for the Saviour’s death has 
set us free.

He that was taken by death has annihilated it! 

He descended into Hades and took Hades captive! 

He embittered it when it tasted His flesh! And anticipating 
this, Isaiah exclaimed: “Hades was embittered when it 
encountered Thee in the lower regions”.

It was embittered, for it was abolished! 

It was embittered, for it was mocked! 

It was embittered, for it was purged! 

It was embittered, for it was despoiled! 

It was embittered, for it was bound in chains!

It took a body and came upon God! 

It took earth and encountered Ηeaven! 

It took what it saw, but crumbled before what it had 
not seen!

O death, where is thy sting? O Hades, where is thy victory?

Christ is risen, and you are overthrown! 

Christ is risen, and the demons are fallen! 

Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice! 

Christ is risen, and life reigns! 

Christ is risen, and not one dead remains in a tomb!

For Christ, being raised from the dead, has become 
the First-fruits of them that have slept. 

To Him be glory and might unto the ages of ages. 
Amen.
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Noli Me Tangere – Graham Sutherland (Chichester Cathedral)
The Lord and Mary Magdalene on the Day of Resurrection
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THE PARISH MAGAZINE Next Copy Date

While we are not currently distributing the hard copy edition of the magazine, 
the digital edition is available free of charge to read on-line or to download as a 
PDF, from the following link on the church website, from within the ‘welcome’ 
tab on the home page:

http://www.holytrinitycuckfield.org/welcome/parish-magazine/

If you know of anyone who would like to be emailed the online copy of the 
magazine and who is not currently receiving it, they may add their names easily 
by filling in the form at the very bottom of the church website’s home page, 
under the Subscribe to our Mailing List strapline

A limited number of hard copies of the magazine are being printed for those 
who might prefer to collect one from the church porch.  

The copy date for the MAY 2021 Magazine will be:

MONDAY 19th APRIL

Please email contributions in WORD format (no PDFs, please) to:

duty-editor@holytrinitycuckfield.org

From Vicky Peattie

Thank you for welcoming me on to the team as a Reader 
at Holy Trinity. I was attending in person about once a 
month, before the pandemic, then regularly  via Zoom, a 
huge source of support during the trials of the past year. 

I live in Willingdon near Eastbourne.  I have two sons in 
their 30’s, one a Maths teacher, the other an ordinand, 
and six grandchildren, aged from 14 years to a few weeks 
old. As you know all too well, opportunities for time with 

(continued on page 15)
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family and friends has been restricted during Covid 19, so 
I have busied myself sewing masks, shopping for people 
who can’t get out, brushing up on rusty language skills, 
sporadic attempts at Joe Wicks’ fitness sessions online, 
and continuing to enjoy walks in the local countryside.

I have been active at the church in Willingdon for 
several decades, with various roles including librarian, 
bereavement support, archivist, church warden, and 
running a lunch club on a nearby estate. Since my licensing 
as a Reader, I have run and hosted two house groups.

I have been blessed with the support of my church family 
and friends during difficult times. I became a full-time 
carer for my late husband David, also a Reader, who died 
from early onset dementia five years ago. Since then, I 
set up a Singles group, organising outings and meals 
together until Covid 19 struck. During the pandemic, 
we have been restricted to meeting for coffee in small 
groups in my garden, and during lockdowns, phone 
conversations and email.

Like most of you at Cuckfield, I am passionate about the 
way we individually and together as church reach out, 
welcome and nurture new disciples, support the poor 
and oppressed, and last but definitely not least, care for 
the world God created and its finely-balanced eco system. 

By nature, always tempted, like Martha, to be ‘too busy’, 
I need time for retreat and prayer away from the bustle 
of life, time to let go and let God. ‘Quiet days’, some in 
my parish church, have been a source of refreshment, 
and I hope the latter is something that may be of interest 
to some of you at Holy Trinity. A suggested pattern is to 
set aside three Saturdays per year, with a leader invited 

(continued from page 12)
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to guide the day, with four talks leading into a period of 
silent reflection and prayer. Past speakers have included 
Revd Chris Chapman, Barry Preece, Ann Lewin, Sr Frances 
Dominica and Fran Lloyd.

As we may not gather in church at present, I asked Fran for 
permission to use her material entitled Praying with Pots 
at Holy Trinity, and she kindly agreed. This was originally 
intended for use at a quiet day, then successfully adapted 
for lockdown, and piloted at Winchester and Willingdon. 
This is advertised elsewhere in this magazine. I highly 
recommend it to help you on your spiritual journey. If 
you are interested, please contact me.

I really look forward to meeting more of you once we 
emerge from lockdown. 

Vicky Peattie

A Good Shepherd: remembering The Revd Eric Hayden
Vicar of Holy Trinity 1978-1992

Eric and Daphne Hayden in 2010
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A recent donation to Cuckfield Museum has brought back memories of the Revd 
Eric Hayden, a kind and remarkable man.  I was lucky enough to interview him 
in 2010 for an exhibition marking 30 years since the church fire when he had 
been Vicar of Holy Trinity. 

On the evening of May 1st 1980, the 14th century spire burnt down in less than 
an hour - the speed due to a brisk north east wind, and the dryness of the 
ancient timbers - and the village was in shock at having lost this most distinctive 
part of their beloved church.

The fire in the church spire May 1st 1980

Eric was first at the church on the night of the fire.  In the face of disaster, he rallied 
his parishioners, writing to reassure them: ‘It is no cause for despondency, rather 
let it be a matter which draws our community together in common purpose.’  
With his habitual calm and good nature, he ensured that church life went on as 
normally as possible: the open tower was protected by tarpaulins, and services 
were heralded by handbells at the door.  The new spire, with a frame of steel, 
was lowered on to the tower to great rejoicing in February 1981. Such was Eric’s 
optimism and determination, he had booked the Bishop of Horsham for the 
service of dedication before the final building plans with Longleys were drawn 
up!  The speed with which the work proceeded was helped in no small part 
by Eric having been an Associate of the Chartered Insurance Institute before 
entering the Church, so the Ecclesiastical Insurers had complete confidence in 
him.  He was the man for that moment!
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I witnessed that inspiring presence during our interview.  Eric had retired in1992 
but was still working, performing services of healing. This had always been an 
important part of his ministry and so it was no surprise when, last Autumn, his 
widow Daphne (Eric died in 2017) offered the Museum an unusual shepherd’s 
crook which had been given to her husband in thanks for his help. As Daphne 
explained: ‘Eric always said he was no theologian, but he loved people – his 
idea was people to people and people to God’. So, he could be found with his 
Springer Spaniel, Boadi, in all manner of places: it might be a traveller’s caravan 
or in the case of the crook, a shepherd’s hut. In his journeyings around the 
parish, he had become great friends with a shepherd living on the Borde Hill 
estate, Cyril Philips.  Some years before, Cyril had had an accident when a piece 
of blackthorn pierced his eye.  He had never recovered from the trauma of the 
injury and was troubled by terrible nightmares where he was overwhelmed 
by black beetles pouring down the walls and crawling all over him.  The poor 
man was afraid to sleep and was in great distress. Eric performed a service of 
healing for him and the nightmares to a great extent ceased, and Cyril was able 
to resume his life. He was so grateful that he gave Eric one of his most treasured 
possessions, a crook which he had made himself, partly fashioned from a First 
World War gun barrel.

Cyril Philips’ crook, fashioned from a WWI gun barrel,
which will be on display when the Museum reopens later this year

The Museum is honoured to have been given this unique object.  Not only does 
it recall the verse from Isaiah ‘..and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruninghooks’, a fitting tribute to such a peaceful man, 
but it recalls the parable of the good shepherd.  Eric Hayden was truly a good 
shepherd to his flock and is remembered still with great affection.

Phillipa Malins
www.cuckfieldmuseum.org
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Praying with Pots
Isaiah 64:8

Yet, O Lord, you are our Father, we are the clay,
and you are our potter;
we are all the work of your hand

This month, we plan to run a short reflective series of four sessions, put together 
by Fran Lloyd, of Hope Church, Winchester, and piloted at Winchester and St 
Mary’s Willingdon. The idea is to set one hour aside each week, at a time to suit 
you, with a 20 minute video, leading gently into a period of prayer and reflection, 
with the aid of related materials, and to hear God speaking to you in the silence. 

Led by Fran Lloyd of Hope Church, Winchester
And made available for use at Holy Trinity Church, Cuckfield
by kind permission:
Praying with Pots: Finding Treasure in Jars of Clay

Four weekly sessions, from Sunday 18th April 2021
Format: 20 minute video followed by 40 minute period of contemplation, with 
pictorial, music and prayer resources to help you on your journey.
If you are interested, please let me know and I will send you a weekly email, 
from Sunday 18th April, with the material you need for each session.

Vicky Peattie
vjp.wish64@gmail.com
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FSW Update
Dear Friends,

I write this as schools are reopening to all pupils for the first time since last year. 
It is fair to say that our families have found this latest period of lockdown and 
home schooling very challenging, but overall, they have been incredibly resil-
ient and managed to get through it, thanks to the fantastic support offered by 
our practitioners. As we make tentative steps back into some sort of normality, 
we are very proud that our families have coped so well over the last year.

We are interviewing candidates this week for the new practitioner roles that 
were mentioned in my last update and hope to have some good news regarding 
appointments shortly, which we will of course share with you as soon as we can. 

After some hugely generous donations to our foodbank over Christmas, which 
kept us well stocked throughout January and February, we are now running low 
on many items. If anybody is in a position to arrange a food collection, we are in 
need of nearly everything with the exception of pasta and tinned tomatoes, of 
which we have plenty. Tinned meats and fish, tinned vegetables and fruit, soup, 
tea/coffee and table sauces would be particularly welcome. 

With the Government’s road map giving us some of idea when we may be able 
to resume our face-to-face activities, we are planning how to do this both safe-
ly and successfully, and I hope to be able to share news with you in the next 
update of our plans for the rest of the year. In the meantime, thank you all for 
continuing to share our news and support us in prayer during the last month.

February’s work in numbers

•	 311 individual visits and 163 support calls with families, supporting 
354 parents, 33 grandparents, and 296 children

•	 18 supported meetings with other agencies carried out remotely
•	 24 online group sessions held, including half-term activities
•	 396 food deliveries made

Nikki Kerr
FSW Director of Fundraising and Marketing
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News from Crawley Open House

Amidst all the bad news I wanted to quickly share a few bits of recent good 
news from Crawley Open House .. only possible because of the help of people 
like you all at Holy Trinity over the years.

•	 Two weeks ago one of our move-on house residents obtained a permanent 
job with our friends at International Logistics Group (ILG) in Crawley. We 
love it when our residents and clients get into work – still the best and 
most sustainable route out of poverty for most of them. Thank you ILG 
for your patience and desire to help people make the sometimes difficult 
transition into employment.

•	 Our new suite of 8 move-on rooms with a shared kitchen/living area above 
the hostel has been fully open since November, and it’s working well. Here 
are two photos of the communal area, and one of the bedrooms. They 
have been named the Laing Rooms in recognition of one of the major 
funders of the project, the John Laing Charitable Trust. Laings first donated 
to our work way back in 1994, and they are delighted that their investment 
back then has helped us get to where we are today! The opening of the 
move-on unit also had the immediate effect of freeing up 8 hostel beds for 
those sleeping rough, just before the harshest of the winter months.
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•	 Mid Sussex, Horsham and Crawley Councils have been temporarily 
accommodating up to 100 people in Crawley throughout the crisis, and 
we have been helping feed and care for them, in conjunction with a couple 
of local churches and charities, and the wonderful people at CGG on 
Manor Royal, who have been making sandwiches every day to support 
this work. It has allowed our housing and health teams to work with 
vulnerable individuals in relatively settled accommodation, sometimes for 
the first time, and we have so far managed to resettle over 20 of them to 
permanent homes, and in a couple of cases residential rehabs.

•	 We have recently received planning permission for the Resource Centre 
we are creating out of 2 industrial units opposite the hostel. This will 
incorporate an employability and life-skills workshop offering practical 
classes in things like furniture renovation, bike maintenance and barista 
skills. The idea is to give our homeless, ex-homeless and nearly-homeless 
residents and clients the confidence and skills to get them closer to the 
worlds of training, education and employment.   We have raised over 
£320,000 out of the anticipated £360,000 needed to carry out the work, 
and the trustees have given the green light to the project. We are out to 
tender with prospective builders and work will hopefully start within 10-12 
weeks. If you feel you can partner with us on this hugely exciting initiative 
please let me know.

Financially we have had a reasonable financial year 20/21, all things considered, 
and our revenue is only a little below what was budgeted - largely thanks to the 
support and generosity of so many in our community like you. HOWEVER I predict 
that the next 12-24 months will be very difficult for charities to raise funds in 
the UK – especially smaller, local ones like us without big fundraising, marketing 
or database budgets. And especially in the Crawley and Gatwick area, still so 
adversely affected by the inactivity at the Airport for the time being.

I don’t like asking for money, and I hope we don’t do it much, but this year if you 
are planning any church giving or fundraising please bear us in mind again, so that 
we can continue to maintain and develop our vital work, and create more good 
news stories for those who find themselves homeless and vulnerable locally. After 
all, as we know, it could be any of us or our friends or families.

I am always available to talk at any virtual services or meetings – we have been 
involved in a couple of church gatherings online recently which seemed to go well!

Thanks, if you’ve read this far! Keep in touch and stay safe and well.
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An Update From Chichester Cathedral

Over the last year, Chichester Cathedral faced many challenges and developed 
new means of staying connected with the wider community and providing 
means of support and resources.

When public worship was suspended last March, the Cathedral began live-
streaming a weekly Sunday service. As limited public worship returned, 
additional services continue to be live-streamed and made available on the 
Cathedral’s website. Other special services are live-streamed including those on 
Remembrance Sunday, Advent & Christmas, Holy Week and more.

The Cathedral developed resources for worship and prayer at home, and has 
run online lectures, concerts, choral music, and arts events. It has continued 
to support its partners including Chichester District Foodbank, UK Harvest and 
Stonepillow. Earlier this year with the Sussex Pub Group and Pallant House 
Gallery, the Cathedral launched the Friday Lunch Club, which offered a free two 
course lunch to vulnerable or isolated residents in the city.

As we look forward to the easing of restrictions, the Cathedral hopes to welcome 
back more worshippers, visitors and other groups in the coming months.
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Like many other institutions there have been serious financial implications: one 
important way of providing regular support is through the Chichester Cathedral 
Friends. Through project funding, the Friends have made considerable 
contributions in maintaining and improving facilities and services and 
developing the Cathedral’s mission: current projects cover all areas of Cathedral 
life, including new toilet facilities in the North Transept (currently facilities are 
only available outside), new IT infrastructure, and improved Cathedral lighting.

In normal times, the Friends like to socialise and have fun too! Events throughout 
the year include talks, day trips, lunches and holidays. Joining the Friends is a 
way to enjoy new experiences and friendships whilst supporting the Cathedral’s 
work and sacred heritage.

For further information, please visit www.chichestercathedral.org.uk For details 
of the Friends scroll down the home page and find details under Cathedral for 
the Community.

Cathy Clark
Communications Assistant 

Chichester Cathedral
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__________________________________________________________________________________________	

Our	Great	Medieval	Monastery	

LEWES	PRIORY	
Looking	back	900	years	-	new	insights	
__________________________________________________________________________________________	

Lewes	Priory	Trust	presents	16	short	talks		
in	four	evening	symposia	Online	on	Zoom	
Free	of	charge	-	All	welcome	
All	at	7.30pm	-	9pm	approx,	including	question	time	
__________________________________________________________________________________________	

Symposium	1	Tuesday	4th	May	
WHAT	DID	THE	CLUNIACS	EVER	DO	FOR	US?	
Symposium	2	Friday	7th	May	
DESTRUCTION	AND	REDISCOVERY	OF	THE	PRIORY	
Symposium	3	Tuesday	11th	May	
CARING	FOR	A	HERITAGE	SITE	INTO	THE	FUTURE	
Symposium	4	Friday	14th	May	
WHAT	THE	LATEST	RESEARCH	IS	TELLING	US	
Rounded	off	on	Saturday	15th	May	with	
A	GUIDED	TOUR	OF	THE	PRIORY	REMAINS	

	

Full	programme	on	request	to:	
enquiries@lewespriory.org.uk		
and	in	April	you	will	receive	an		
invitation	to	register	via	Zoom	

__________________________________________________________________________________________	
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I love old natural history books. It’s not just the information 
they contain. I love the smell, I love the binding. For the past 
twelve months, I’ve avoided Covid anxieties by burying my 
head in old books, scientific papers and traveller’s journals. I’ve 
been researching a book of my own, an account of my travels 
in search of what remains of the world’s iconic extinct animals. 
A journey which took me from the dark forests of New Zealand 
to the ferries of Finland, and finally to an inflatable crocodile 
floating on Widewater Lagoon in Shoreham.  

After spending long lockdown nights writing at my computer, 
it was somewhat surreal to receive an advance copy of my 
book in the post this morning and to run my hands over its 
embossed cover. I finally filed it on my bookcase where it 
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rubbed shoulders, and spines, with On The Origin of Species 
by Charles Darwin and Animal Magic by Johnny Morris.  

My bookshelves sag with old natural history books. Just holding 
these tomes transports me to another time. Tucked away 
inside my battered (but beloved) copy of The Butterflies of 
Eastbourne, (1928) by Robert Adkin, is a map, which I always 
unfold eagerly as if I’ve discovered the concealed directions 
to some long-lost buried treasure. Indeed, in the book Adkin 
describes bounteous butterfly riches which could be found in 
the woodlands and downland coombes between Lewes and 
Eastbourne. You can almost hear Rudyard Kipling whisper of 
“something lost behind the Ranges. Lost and waiting for you. 
Go!” At the time, many young explorers answered the call, and 
Adkin claimed that “almost daily during the summer, one meets 
small armies of schoolboys each armed with a butterfly net.”  

Perhaps Adkin’s eager Eastbourne entomologist army had 
been inspired by another of my favourite books. The Outdoor 
World, (1900) by William Furneaux, aimed to distract children 
from “victimising their schoolmates” and give them “a taste for 
something better.” Back in 1900, it seems pinning butterflies 
and collecting birds’ eggs fell into the “something better” 
category. Furneaux encouraged young naturalists to make 
“killing bottles” in which they could dispatch butterflies, and 
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instructed children to ask the local chemist for some cyanide. 
The chemist will, Furneaux assures you, sell you cyanide if 
“he is satisfied with your intentions.” Although it all sounds 
rather macabre now, this popular book went on to inspire 
a generation of young naturalists (and probably one or two 
aspiring Dr Crippens). Back on my bookshelf, I look at my book 
and wonder if — in 100 years from now — my own story will 
seem as distant and ridiculous as a world where schoolboys 
wielded butterfly nets and 10-year-olds could pop to the 
chemist to buy deadly poison. 

Michael Blencowe
The Sussex Wildlife Trust

April Garden Notes

March began with a cold snap, northerly and easterly winds, 
overnight frosts and a fair bit of sunshine helping dry up the 
soil. Hopefully the “March winds” will continue so the ground 
is easy to work on over Easter at the beginning of April. By 
then socialising in your garden with another household, or 
maximum of six people, may be allowed: so, pray for warmth 
and sunshine for those face-to-face catch up conversations 
over a cuppa!

This month lawns can be repaired; new areas sown or turfed; 
moss and weeds treated, if you like pristine grass, or use a 
contractor like Green Thumb to treat them for you.

Outdoors, sow hardy annual flowers (sweet peas, larkspur, 
stocks), wildflowers; and vegetable seedlings like leeks, peas, 
broad beans, brassicas, lettuce can be planted out.

If you have a greenhouse, then hanging baskets can be made 
up and kept protected from frost until the middle of May. 

(continued on page 37)
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Take care not to overwater any seedlings and hanging baskets, 
too, to avoid damping off, especially when the weather 
is overcast. This also encourages stronger, sturdy growth. 
Ventilate greenhouses well on sunny days and use cloches 
or fleece on early veg to speed up growth, as well as protect 
from pigeons, e.g., lettuce, radish, carrots, rocket, spinach and 
mixed leaves.

If you plant tomatoes, cucumbers and peppers into an unheated 
greenhouse in April, bubble polythene is advisable as extra 
insulation in the roof and walls in case of hard frosts. Resist the 
temptation to plant out any of the tender bedding plants and 
frost sensitive vegetables (e.g., courgettes, sweet corn, French 
and runner beans), however mild the weather may be.

Emerging shoots of first early potatoes planted at the 
beginning of the month are best protected by earthing up or 
covering with fleece until early to mid-May, depending on how 
exposed your garden or allotment is. 

Weeds really romp away in April so keep apace of them. It’s 
essential amongst veg like onions, leeks and carrots which 
are easily choked and whose growth is particularly impeded 
by weeds. Self-seeded Forget-me-knots, though pretty, 
can spread over emerging herbaceous plants, so weed out 
accordingly.  Finish pruning roses (hybrid teas, climbing and 
shrub types) that you haven’t yet had time for, and tie in long 
shoots on rambling roses.

Penstemons, Hebes, semi hardy Salvias, Gauras and fuchsias 
have been hit by the -8C winter weather, some looking 
decidedly unhappy. By mid-April, you will know whether 
they’re going to pop their clogs or have begun to shoot and 
hopefully recover. Prune back to where strong new shoots are 
emerging, and this may be close to ground level. Hydrangeas 
and buddleias can be hard pruned mid-April to avoid them 
becoming overcrowded and straggly.
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Plums, gages and cherry trees are best pruned mid-April to 
mid-May, as the sap is rising rapidly causing the wounds to 
heal readily. Bulbs and tubers like dahlias, Canna lilies and 
gladioli may be planted out at the end of April, but are best 
placed in sheltered positions.

If you have a pond you haven’t cleared of winter debris, do 
so now unless it is teeming with tadpoles. Likewise, thin out 
congested clumps of marginal or water plants or leave until 
tadpoles have turned into frogs. 

House plants that are bursting through the bottom of their 
pots will appreciate being re-potted, preferably into terracotta 
pots that provide a better buffer against variable watering 
and temperature, as well as giving a more secure base for top 
heavy plants. Outdoor potted plants may need a new pot as 
some terracotta ones cracked with the sub-zero temperatures. 
When re-potting remember to put plenty of crocks in the 
bottom for drainage, and use a loam based compost (or add 
some top soil) to improve nutrient and water retention.

Happy Easter!

Lindsay Shurvell

(continued from page 34)
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April Crossword

(Answers on page 40)

ACROSS
	 8	 ‘He poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the — ’(Isaiah 	
		  53:12) (13)
	 9	 ‘When they had sung a hymn, they went — to the Mount of Olives 		
		  (Matthew 26:30) (3)
	10	 Comes between Galatians and Philippians (9) 
	11	 ‘Your heart will — and swell with joy’ (Isaiah 60:5) (5) 
	13	 Muslim holy month (7) 
	16	 Ten ears (anag.) (7) 



39

	19	 Under (poetic abbrev.) (5) 
	22	 How Abram described himself to God when he complained that his 		
		  inheritance would pass to a servant (Genesis 15:2) (9)
	24	 ‘Go to the — , you sluggard’ (Proverbs 6:6) (3) 
	25	 Debar from receiving Communion (13)

DOWN
	 1	 My — for His Highest (Oswald Chambers’ best-known book) (6) 
	 2	 Festival of the resurrection (6) 
	 3	 ‘His sons will prepare for war and — a great army’ (Daniel 11:10) (8) 
	 4	 ‘Let not the — string his bow’ (Jeremiah 51:3) (6) 
	 5	 Name of the River Thames in and around Oxford (4) 
	 6	 ‘From then on Judas watched for an opportunity — — him over’ 		
		  (Matthew 26:16) (2,4) 
	 7	 ‘But Christ is faithful — — — over God’s house’ (Hebrews 3:6) (2,1,3) 
	12	 Long-handled implement used to till the soil (Isaiah 7:25) (3) 
	14	 Order to which monks and nuns devote themselves (8) 
	15	 Appropriate (Proverbs 15:23) (3) 
	16	 I, uncle (anag.) (6) 
	17	 ‘They gave him — — of broiled fish’ (Luke 24:42) (1,5) 
	18	 ‘Weren’t there three men that we — — and threw into the fire?’ (Daniel 	
		  3:24) (4,2) 
	20	 Mountain where Noah’s ark came to rest (Genesis 8:4) (6) 
	21	 ‘Don’t you know that friendship with the world is — towards God?’ 		
		  (James 4:4) (6) 
	23	 Prominent architectural feature of large cathedrals such as St Paul’s (4)
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Items carried in the Cuckfield Parish Magazine do not necessarily represent the views of Holy 
Trinity PCC, the Vicar or the Editorial Team. The Editorial Team reserves the right to decline to 
publish any item or to amend or shorten material. For that reason we do not accept copy in PDF 
or  file formats other than Word. 
We are very pleased that the parish magazine is seen as a good vehicle for advertising by local 
traders and others but readers must accept that the Editors do not vouch for or in any way 
warrant the individuals, organisations, products or services advertised here.
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Registers

The master pages (including adverts) used to print this magazine can be viewed at www.
holytrinitycuckfield.org/directory/parish-magazine/ 

In Memoriam
Harold Selwyn CHANDLER	 Aged 97
Peter Duncan BLACKBURN	 Aged 88
Christine Ann Vivien TURNER-JONES	 Aged 62

April Crossword Answers
ACROSS: 8, Transgressors. 9, Out. 10, Ephesians. 11, Throb. 13, Ramadan. 
16, Nearest. 19, Neath. 22, Childless. 24, Ant. 25, Excommunicate. 

DOWN: 1, Utmost. 2, Easter. 3, Assemble. 4, Archer. 5, Isis. 6, To hand. 
7, As a son. 12, Hoe. 14, Monastic. 15, Apt. 16, Nuclei. 17, A piece. 
18, Tied up. 20, Ararat. 21, Hatred. 23, Dome.

The Bible version used in our crosswords is the NIV.
Crosswords reproduced by kind permission of BRF and John Capon, originally 

published in Three Down, Nine Across, by John Capon (£6.99 BRF).
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April 2021 Calendar & Readings for Sunday Services

Apart from on the first Sunday of the month there are no Evensong services at 
present but the readings for the day are still listed for information

SUNDAY 4 April – Easter Day
	 8.00am	 Holy Communion 
			   As 9.45am
	 9.45am	 Parish Eucharist 
			   Isaiah 25: 6-9; Acts 10: 34-43. 
			   John 20: 1-8
	 11.15am	 Family Easter Praise (Outside weather permitting)  
	 6.00pm	 Choral Evensong 
			   Ezekiel 37: 1-14; Luke 24: 13-35

SUNDAY 11 April – Second Sunday of Easter
	 8.00am	 Holy Communion 
			   As 9.45am
	 9.45am	 Parish Communion  
			   Acts 2: 32-35; 1 John 1: 1-2: 2; 
			   John 20: 19-end

SUNDAY 18 April – Third Sunday of Easter
	 8.00am	 Holy Communion 
			   As 9.45am
	 9.45am	 Parish Eucharist 
			    Acts 3: 12-19; 1 John 3: 1-7; 
			   Luke 24: 36b-48
	 6.00pm	 Evensong (For information only) 
			   Deuteronomy 7: 7-13; Revelation 2: 1-11

SUNDAY 25 April – Fourth Sunday of Easter
	 8.00am	 Holy Communion (Traditional Language) 
			   As 9.45am
	 9.45am	 Parish Eucharist  
			   Acts 4: 5-12; 1 John 3: 16-end; 
			   John 10: 11-18 
	 6.00pm	 Evensong (For information only) 
			   Exodus 16: 4-15; Revelation 2: 12-17



Holy Trinity Cuckfield

April Services
Please see inside for details of all  

Holy Week and Easter services

While the church is open for private devotion 
during the week, like many other churches during 
the current lockdown until restrictions ease further, 
regular Services in church are limited to the Sunday 
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion and the Sunday 09.45 
a.m., unless otherwise advertised.

Other than the Sunday 8.00 a.m. service, all our 
services are on Zoom.

You will find details on the church website and can 
join the following services via the Big Blue Zoom 
Button on the home page:

Sundays
	09.45 a.m.	 Parish Eucharist with hymns

Wednesdays
	 10.30 a.m.	 Holy Communion (Common Worship)

Thursdays
	 9.00 a.m.	 Holy Communion (Iona/Celtic)

Fridays
	 11.00 a.m.	 Holy Communion (Traditional Language)


