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September 2021

What a wonderful world!

My dear friends,

The words above will bring a tune to mind for many people, and, really, 
when we consider the world, this is primarily how we should view it – as 
God’s creation, ours to treasure and care for. But – you may respond – 
what about the terrible things going on at present: Afghanistan, Haiti, 
Global warming … catastrophes here, there and everywhere.

Let us be people of optimism! Yes, humans really have a great deal to 
answer for, yet the good surely outweighs the bad. As people of Faith in 
Jesus Christ, we have the answer because, loving the world and loving 
humanity, means that we view everything through a prism of love. 

I heard someone decrying charity recently on the radio. Yet what does charity 
(caritas) mean other than love? Love is at the heart of our Faith because 
God is love. As the French philosopher Simone Weil wrote: To be rooted is 
perhaps the most important and least recognized need of the human soul.

Be rooted in God’s love – and not only will the world appear more 
beautiful, but you will have the means to transform its sorrows into joy.

With love,
Michael (Vicar)
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From the Vicar’s desk

Why? Later this month the church will be holding a Christian enquirer’s course. 
We have not held one for a number of years, and I am most grateful to Jonathan 
Berry and all those involved in its planning. The sessions will run along the lines 
of other such courses with a meal and discussion in the Old School. Please do 
let people know about this opportunity, and if interested they should contact 
either Jonathan or email through the church website where further details may 
be found. 

Home Communions I am delighted to announce that Vicky Peattie has agreed 
to be the coordinator for home communions. I am aware that there are many 
people within our church family who haven’t been able to receive the Sacrament 
since the pandemic first struck. As we begin the slow process of learning to live 
with Covid, it is time to offer the People of God the fulness of life though the 
Gifts of God. Please contact Vicky if you would like to receive Holy Communion 
at home, and she will organise a rota. Either I or other Ministers of Communion 
within the Holy Trinity family will be delighted to come to you – always with 
safety in mind. The little service is very short, and I hope that many will find 
blessings from this ministry. Vicky will be delighted to hear from you and can 
be contacted via email on vjp.wish64@gmail.com or telephone 01323-504878 
(landline) or 07895-058 497 (mobile). 

The Aumbry It hardly seems possible, but it has taken over FIVE years to bring 
this about. Many will know that I was unhappy that the reserved sacrament 
for home communions has been kept in the safe for many years, tumbling 
around with the silverware – something not really allowed. As we hallow the 
bread, it should be housed adequately and reverently. Our experience with the 
Diocesan Advisory Committee was frankly a depressing experience with much 
contradictory advice. However, at long last the aumbry is nearing installation, 
together with an associated light. Both have been executed by excellent local 
craftsmen. These worthy additions to our beautiful church will remind us that 
Holy Trinity is (amongst other things) our Bethlehem – our House of Bread 
(Hebrew: םֶחֶל תיֵּב‎ Bet Leḥem)

The Magazine For nearly twenty years the church magazine has been typeset 
by Suzette McGrath. We are most grateful for her professionalism and 
commitment in producing the magazine month by month. However, Suzette 
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and her husband, Peter Hollinghurst, are now moving to Canada (her original 
home), and without her specialist production support this leaves us with the 
question of how we proceed in regard to a Parish Magazine. Ours is one of 
the longest running church publications in the country – started by the Revd 
Thomas Maberley in the 1840s – a visionary introduction on his part. As you 
will know, we even managed to produce the magazine during Covid by largely 
moving online. That said, many of our older parishioners greatly appreciate 
a paper copy, and numbers have picked up for these since restrictions eased. 
Pre-Covid it still had a large number of subscribers and produced a small profit 
despite the fact that, once Joyce Donoghue stood down some years back, we 
had only David Thunder and Ian Walden as editors to compile the content for 
Suzette; and latterly this has fallen solely on David’s shoulders as Ian has been 
managing the web site and is now busy constructing the new website. More 
recently it has also proved difficult to support the collection of advertisers’ and 
readers’ subscriptions. The question of how we now proceed will be one of the 
items considered this month at the PCC’s exploration of our future outreach. 
Please do hold this and other matters concerning mission in your prayers. 

Worship (repeated from last month’s magazine) The PCC recently supported 
my suggestion regarding the pattern of worship we use month by month. 
Several factors have led to this revision. Primary is the response to Covid. With 
the disruption we experienced initially, it didn’t seem wise to just resume where 
we left off; too much had changed. Our engagement with children and families 
has also been much constrained during the pandemic and had really required 
addressing for a number of years.

At a meeting with Sunday’s Cool leaders and parents, we all concluded that 
what had worked in the past really didn’t fit the bill now. Too much has changed 
within society - the pattern of family life being one overriding factor. There was 
also a general feeling that many parents wanted to worship with their children 
rather than sending them to formal Sunday School. We will now be offering this 
informal worship on the first Sunday of each month at 11.15. If it really takes 
off, we may try it more regularly. Holy Communion will be offered at this service, 
again, something clearly desired by those present.

The 9.45 will now always be a service of Holy Communion - I believe that it is 
around the table of the Lord where we find our true identity as the Body of 
Christ. Thus, we are fed and sent out into the world. Our openness is something 
much remarked upon by those who join us for worship from other places online. 
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Through the wonders of streaming, we even have several families who join us 
from as far afield as South Africa! 

It is hoped to run a crèche regularly at the 9.45, but we would like to enable 
people to feel that ours is an open and welcoming act of worship, where 
Christians of all ages are welcome and participate wholeheartedly. Even noise is 
welcome - it shows that we are alive and open!

From this month Evensong will take place on the first and third Sundays of the 
month. Two service are discontinued: the Evening Communion (2nd Sunday) 
and the 11.00 Prayerbook Communion on the first Sunday. Whilst they were 
appreciated by those attending (myself included), the numbers had declined 
before Covid struck, and having space in the month enables us to explore other 
opportunities to further our outreach. Some may work, others, not. That is fine 
- it enables us to reflect and move forward with confidence.

The other services remain as at present:

Sunday 8.00 in church

Wednesday 10.30 (in church and live-streamed) followed by coffee

Thursday 9.00 online only at present

Friday 11.00 online only at present

Harvest Our Harvest Festival will take place on the first Sunday of 
October (3rd), and we hope to hold a Harvest Supper with home-grown 
entertainment on Saturday 2nd October. A warning … Stephen Terry and I 
have been polishing up some duets!
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Saints of the month

St Michael and All Angels icon

September is bookended by two ancient festivals: The Nativity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary on September 8th and Michaelmas – Saint Michael and All Angels 
– on September 30th. The date for Michaelmas is linked to the dedication of 
a basilica built near Rome in the early 400s, whilst the Virgin Mary’s Nativity 
is celebrated nine months after the Feast of her Conception on December 8th. 
Both are celebrated in the Kalendar of the Book of Common Prayer. 



10

There are an interesting number of commemorations in September, including 
Bishop John Coleridge Patterson, first bishop of Melanesia who was martyred 
on the Solomon Islands with his companions on 20th September 1871 in 
mistaken retaliation for the action of slave-traders. Lancelot Andrewes, Bishop 
of Winchester during the early 1600s was one of those splendid Anglican Divines, 
whose writings have so enriched and inspired our tradition is remembered on 
September 25th. He is perhaps best remembered for a phrase from a sermon 
which inspired T. S. Eliot’s The Journey of the Magi (1927) – ‘A cold coming they 
had of it, at this time of the year; just the worst time of the year to take a journey, 
and specially a long journey, in.’

Bishop Lancelot Andrewes
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On 13th September we remember the life and work of Saint John 
Chrysostom – c.349- 407. John was the Patriarch of Constantinople 
and one of the most important early theologians. He is known for his 
preaching and public speaking, his denunciation of abuse of authority by 
both ecclesiastical and political leaders and his ascetic sensibilities. The 
epithet Χρυσόστομος (Chrysostomos, anglicized as Chrysostom) means 
“golden-mouthed” in Greek and points to his celebrated eloquence. 
Chrysostom was among the most prolific authors in the early Christian 
Church, exceeded only by Augustine of Hippo in the quantity of his 
surviving writings. He emphasised charitable giving and was concerned 
with the spiritual and temporal needs of the poor. John spoke against 
abuse of wealth and personal property. 

After he was made Patriarch, he quickly started practicing what he 
preached, beginning with his new house, the Episcopal palace, which 
had been turned into a place of extravagant hospitality for the upper 
class of Constantinople and the clergy. He reformed his clergy, monastics, 
budgets, and even sold some precious items stored at the chancery, using 
the excess money to build a hospital and serve the poor. He angered the 
wealthy by his preaching against the misuse of money, especially while 
one’s brother goes hungry. His severe criticism of the extravagance of the 
Empress Eudoxia led to his banishment and subsequent death.

Here is part of his commentary on the Lord’s Prayer:

Consider how Jesus Christ teaches us to be humble, by making us 
see that our virtue does not depend on our work alone but on grace 
from on high. He commands each of the faithful who prays to do so 
universally, for the whole world. For he did not say “thy will be done 
in me or in us”, but “on earth”, the whole earth, so that error may 
be banished from it, truth take root in it, all vice be destroyed on it, 
virtue flourish on it, and earth no longer differ from heaven. 
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(continued on page 15)

St John Chrysostom exhorting the Empress Eudoxia (Jean-Paul Laurens 1838-1921)

Question: Are you a living epistle? Answer: Yes!

You yourselves are our epistle, written on our hearts, known and read by 
everyone.  You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, 
written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone 
but on tablets of human hearts.

Such confidence we have through Christ before God. Not that we are competent 
in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from 
God. He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant—not of the 
letter but of the Spirit.

2 Corinthians 3: 2-6.
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THE PARISH MAGAZINE

As Michael reports in his editorial, this is the last edition of the 
parish magazine in its current format without a new means of 
production and while we consider the wider communications 
needs of the parish. 

Those of us who have worked with Suzette McGrath (now 
returning to Canada) over the past 20 years put on record our 
deepest thanks for all her support and loyalty: Suzette has not 
missed one edition in that time, nearly 2,000 editions, taking 
the material we submit, streaming it into the page layout, 
preparing the print-ready copy, and formatting the edition for 
the website, all irreplaceable roles in the short term. 

We wish Suzette and Peter every Godspeed and blessing in 
their new life nearer Suzette’s mum.

In the ink remaining to us, we also record our appreciation of all 
our loyal readers, subscribers, advertisers, regular contributors, 
printers, collators and distributors over the years. Without you 
all there would have been no magazine to produce ...

David Thunder

Why?
Why do two billion people worldwide still follow a dissident

executed 2000 years ago?

Join us as we share food and explore why faith in Jesus Christ ….

•	 is the most exciting journey in life.
•	 can transform the world.
•	 can be relevant today.

Why? is an introduction to the Christian faith for enquiring minds. The Bible is 
seen as literature and considered in the light of its historical and social context. 



17

Come and join the conversation. All questions are welcome, and none is too 
controversial or trivial. We invite you to explore your own faith questions in a 
friendly and welcoming environment. 

The programme looks like this:

Sept 23rd	 Jesus – a 1st century Jew in Galilee
Sept 30th	 The Bible Jesus Knew – the Old Testament
Oct 7th	 The New Testament 
Oct 14th 	 Jesus’ teaching: Abba, Love, Forgiveness, the Kingdom of God
Oct 21st	 Truth confronts power - The Showdown in Jerusalem. Resurrection
Oct 28th	 How do we respond? The Christian life

Where?

The Old School Committee Room - Start 7.00 p.m. & finish before 9.00 p.m.

For catering we need to know numbers and dietary requirements
Please email Why@holytrinitycuckfield.org to book a place -

or take a chance and come without booking

Sir William Gordon Cumming and The Baccarat Scandal

Following further research about why Lady 
Gordon Cumming, widow of the 2nd Baronet, was 
buried in Cuckfield (see July’s Parish Magazine), 
it appears that the early 19th century was a not 
a good time for the Gordonstoun estate or 
the Gordon Cumming family. The house was 
virtually uninhabitable and rendered almost 
inaccessible following huge floods in the area 
in the 1820s-50s. It was the fallout from the 
Baccarat Scandal of the 1890s that eventually 

Sir William in court
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saved the place, as Sir William Gordon Cumming, the 4th Baronet (1848 – 1930), 
was in disgrace, and devoted his energies (and his American wife’s money) to 
rebuilding the estate. Before then, the family hardly spent any time there, 
preferring the glitz of London society and their other Moray estate at Altyre. 

The Royal Baccarat Scandal, also known as the Tranby Croft Affair, was a British 
gambling scandal of the late 19th century involving the Prince of Wales, later 
King Edward VII.  The scandal started during a house party in September 1890, 
when Sir William Gordon Cumming, a lieutenant colonel in the Scots Guards, 
was accused of cheating at baccarat.

Edward had been invited to stay at Tranby Croft in Yorkshire.  Gordon Cumming, 
a friend of the prince, was also invited. On the first night, the guests played 
baccarat, and another guest, Stanley Wilson, thought he saw Gordon Cumming 
illegally adding to his stake. Stanley informed other members of the Wilson family, 
and they agreed to watch him on the following evening.  Gordon Cumming was 
again seen to be acting in a suspicious manner.  The family members asked the 
advice of the royal courtiers who, with the agreement of the prince, confronted 
Gordon Cumming and pressured him into signing a document that declared he 
would never play cards again, in exchange for the silence of the guests.

The secret was not kept for long, and Gordon Cumming demanded a retraction 
from the Wilson family, whom he considered to blame for divulging the news.  
They refused, and he filed a writ for slander in February 1891. Despite the 
efforts of the prince’s courtiers to have the matter dealt with by a military 
court, the case was heard in June 1891.  The atmosphere at trial was described 
as being like a theatre, and Edward was called as a witness, the first time the 
heir to the throne had been compelled to appear in court since 1411.  Gordon 
Cumming’s senior counsel did not persuade any of the defendants to change 
their stories, but he highlighted several inaccuracies and serious discrepancies 
in their evidence.  Despite a strong and well-regarded closing speech by Clarke 
on Gordon Cumming’s behalf, the jury found against him.

Gordon Cumming was dismissed from the army the following day and was ostracised 
from society for the rest of his life. A leader in The Times stated that “He has 
committed a mortal offence. Society can know him no more.”  Public opinion was 
on his side, and the prince was at his most unpopular for several years afterwards. 
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(continued from page 21)

After his death in 1930 the estate was sold to Kurt Hahn and became Gordonstoun School.

In view of this scandal perhaps it was not surprising that other members of the 
family moved down south and were not interred at Michael Kirk in Gordonstoun?   

Gordon-Cumming as depicted by “Ape” (Carlo Pellegrini) in Vanity Fair, 1880.

Andrea King
www.cuckfieldmuseum.org

The Museum is now open and welcoming visitors
on Wednesday and Saturday mornings

10.00-12.30 p.m.
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Macmillan Cancer Support
This year’s Macmillan Coffee Morning will be on

Thursday 23rd September
between 10.00 and 12.00

in the Tudor Hall of the Old School

Come and enjoy delicious cakes, 
coffee and wonderful company whilst 
supporting a great charity at our 
annual Macmillan Coffee Morning
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Dr Suzie Wilkins presents a talk on
Joseph Haydn’s

The Creation
As part of our Harvest season, we will be looking at
classical music’s greatest celebration of God’s creation

Against a backdrop of war and revolution, Haydn rose 
from humble beginnings to become a cultural hero in his 
own lifetime. This talk promises an overview of his great 
masterpiece, The Creation, exploring its joyful setting of a 
text mainly based on Genesis and Paradise Lost.

Along the way we’ll discover Haydn’s fascinating life story, 
including his friendship with Mozart and difficulties with 
Beethoven. Learn too which body part was stolen after his 
death!

Join us on the Church Zoom. All are very welcome:
absolutely no musical knowledge necessary!

Wednesday 6th October @ 7.00pm
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(continued on page 27)

FSW August 2021 update

Dear Friends,

The summer holidays are now in full swing, and we are so 
pleased that we have been able to organise some activities 
for our families, who have been desperate for a change of 
scenery after all these months in lockdown. We have had a day 
at Arundel Castle Cricket club, which included forest school 
and meditation and was greatly enjoyed by both parents and 
children. There have also been trips to the beach, circus visits 
as well as individual family outings for those who cannot cope 
with large groups. 

Our foodbank is in greater need during these holiday weeks 
as we try to provide food which is normally given through free 
school meals, and we would like to thank all those who have 
been collecting for us. Although our stores have improved a 
little, we are still in need of most items to keep the shelves 
adequately stocked – particularly tinned fruit and vegetables, 
jams and spreads.

We held our first staff day in the middle of July, which was the 
first time for 2 years that the whole staff team were able to see 
each other in person and catch up on each other’s news. It was 
wonderful to share stories, and we were delighted to have been 
joined by the outgoing Lord Lieutenant of East Sussex, Sir Peter 
Field. You can see photos from the day on our Facebook page.
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(continued from page 24)

We are looking forward to our sponsored walk from Amberley 
to Arundel later this week, our first mass participation event 
for such a long time. We have also recommenced our speaking 
engagements at churches and have been delighted to update 
congregations on our activities over the last 18 months. If you 
would like to invite us to speak at a service, then please get 
in touch with the office on admin@familysupportwork.org.uk

Thank you all for your continued support and prayers as we 
look ahead to September and the recommencement of a 
more ‘normal’ working pattern.

July’s work in numbers

•	 236 individual visits and 243 support calls with families 
supporting 33 grandparents, 295 parents and 341 children

•	 60 supported meetings with other agencies carried out 
remotely

•	 28 face-to-face group sessions held

•	 358 food deliveries made

Nikki Kerr
FSW Director of Fundraising and Marketing
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Vacancy: Cuckfield Cottage Homes Trustee Board
Registered Charity No. 229475

Cuckfield Cottage Homes Trust is seeking a new trustee to join the Board of Trustees.

The Board of eight Trustees, chaired by the Vicar, supervise the upkeep and 
finances of Cuckfield’s historic Alms Houses, adjacent to Holy Trinity Church, 
which provide secure and comfortable homes for deserving local older people.

This is an interesting and enjoyable role at the heart of the village. The trustees 
are an experienced and friendly group, who will make a new trustee welcome. 
Some experience of property maintenance would be beneficial, but not essential.

There are three formal Trustee Board meetings a year, with other tasks including 
the supervision of maintenance projects being shared between trustees. 

Please apply in the first instance to:
Stephen Gaimster
Clerk to the Trustees at
stephengaimster@sky.com
For an informal discussion regarding the role, please telephone 
Stephen on 01444-210461
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Haywards Heath Music Society
Haywards Heath Methodist Church

Pinewood Gate, 28 Perrymount Road
Haywards Heath

Saturday 25th September at 7.30 p.m.

We’re delighted to welcome TRIO SALONA - three 
well-known local musicians who will play Beethoven’s 
Archduke Trio plus works by Rachmaninov, 
Shostakovich and a special Haywards Heath Music 
Society 80th anniversary piece.

Tickets £15, or Season Tickets (£60 for seven concerts)

Great music on your doorstep!

Next Concert: Saturday 16th October - The National Youth 
Jazz Orchestra Ambassadors

Visit our website at www.haywardsheathmusicsociety.org.uk

For further information, telephone 01444-456227
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SUSSEX CHORUS

Christmas Concert
Saturday 18th December 2021

7.30 p.m.
St Andrew’s Church, Burgess Hill

RH15 0LG

The Choir will be performing under the baton of Stephen Anthony 
Brown, our new Director of music, who is a composer, conductor, 
professional tenor soloist and an already valued friend as he has 
sung with us several times. We shall be singing beautifully arranged 
Christmas music alongside the best loved traditional carols.

We have missed celebrating our centenary year this year and so 
our forthcoming concert season will be full of exceptional music 
including The St John Passion

Please look at our website for more information and for contact 
details if you would like to join us

www.sussexchorus.org



31



32



33

Death’s-Head Hawk-Moth

In August I was sent a photo of a giant caterpillar seen in an Iford 
garden. The colourful caterpillar, garish yellow with flamboyant 
blue chevrons and spots, was shuffling along on its stumpy legs 
like a miniature conga-line in search of a party. The caterpillar 
would have buried itself in some soft Sussex soil and, within its 
cocoon, would have undertaken an amazing transformation. 
Around November, a completely different beast will be emerging 
from the Iford earth and into the night skies - a moth. But, with 
a 12cm wingspan and ornate patterned wings, this is no ordinary 
moth. Its beauty should be admired and respected if it wasn’t for 
one small thing. Stamped on its thorax is the spectral image of an 
eyeless human skull, an eerie façade that has given it its name, 
the Death’s-head hawkmoth. 
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The moth’s baleful birthmark has, for centuries, struck fear 
into the hearts of superstitious humans who have seen it as 
a messenger of the Devil. And, according to legend, this rare 
moth seems to have put in regular appearances throughout 
history. Even learned naturalists once claimed that the moth 
was a “foretelling of war, pestilence, hunger, and death to man 
and beast”. Legend has it that the appearance of a number 
of Death’s-head hawkmoths signalled the start of the French 
Revolution in 1789. The moth appeared in the bedchamber 
of King George III; a visitation that allegedly tormented the 
crazed monarch and sped him to his demise in 1820.

The Death’s-head’s notoriety has continued to seep through 
the centuries in art and literature. It appeared prophesying 
doom in Thomas Hardy’s Return of the Native (1878) and 
was an instrument of evil in Bram Stoker’s Dracula (1897). 
In the surrealist film Un Chien Andalou (1929) it gave life to 
Salvador Dali’s nightmares. In 1968’s English horror The Blood 
Beast Terror, Peter Cushing was on the trail of a monster that 
was half-woman and half-hawkmoth. In 1991 the moth was 
seen perching on the lips of Jody Foster on posters advertising 
The Silence of the Lambs. In the film its cocoons were placed 
inside serial killer Buffalo Bill’s victims as a grizzly calling card 
(the hawkmoths that actually appeared in the movie were 
a different species to the ones that appeared in the original 
story - only a minor point but it did ruin the movie for me 
somewhat). 

Like all moths, the Death’s-head hawkmoth is harmless. It 
is a largely African species which some years undertakes an 
amazing migration north, arriving on extremely rare occasions 
in Sussex. Of course, its links to death and destruction are just 
superstitious claptrap. But with a Death’s-head on the loose in 
Sussex this Autumn, I’d keep your windows closed just in case. 

Michael Blencowe
The Sussex Wildlife Trust
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September Garden Notes

Late July and August was quite wet with some heavy 
downpours and strong winds bringing in potato blight before 
the end of July and causing the grass to continue to grow at 
an amazing pace. There has been no let-up - weekly mowing 
here. The end of August is looking drier, and September often 
is too (just as the children return to school!). 

Despite the challenges of the weather, it is a rewarding 
month, a time of harvest with plenty of vegetables and fruit to 
gather in; later flowering perennials to enjoy like Schziostylis, 
Sedums, Michaelmas daisies and Nerines; and autumn 
colours beginning though probably later this year due to the 
abundance of rain. 

Shorter daylength, lower temperatures and heavy dews 
mean fungal diseases are more prevalent ( great for time for 
fungi hunters !!) so downy mildew and botrytis may appear. 
Ventilate greenhouses well and water in the mornings so 
moisture levels are lower at night. Keep potted plants on the 
dry side and remove any yellowing leaves to minimise botrytis. 
Wild and cultivated blackberries should be big and juicy after 
their rampant growth with all the rain.

September is also hedge cutting month since the birds have 
stopped nesting and there should be minimal regrowth so 
hedges will stay neat and tidy over the winter - yew, holly, 
beech, privet, hawthorn, leylandii and mixed species ones.  

Continue dead heading in herbaceous borders and pruning 
shrubs such as Escallonia, Spirea, Weigelia, Olearia, Ceanothus 
and others after flowering. Also prune back Buddleias by a third 
to a half to reduce wind damage in the autumn/winter. Tie in 
and prune climbing and rambling roses, jasmine, clematis and 
honeysuckle before the autumn winds blow.
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Bulbs are out now, so buy and plant unless you’re putting 
them in pots/tubs still occupied by summer bedding plants. 
When the latter are well past their best, empty and clean out 
before planting narcissi, tulips etc, pansies and other autumn 
bedding in fresh compost. Shrubs and trees can be purchased 
and planted September and October but remember to water 
in warm, dry spells. Tomatoes, cucumbers, beetroot, onions, 
brassicas and potatoes have been good. 

Apply autumn weed and moss killer, if you like a ‘smart’ lawn. 
Scarify a couple of weeks after applying moss killer to remove 
dead moss and ‘thatch’, which is accumulated dead grass.

Enjoy harvesting plums, apples and pears, pumpkins and 
squashes and preserving and storing as much as you can. As 
Harvest Festivals are celebrated, thank God for the abundance 
we enjoy in this country and pray for those who are less 
fortunate around the globe.

Lindsay Shurvell

Items carried in the Cuckfield Parish Magazine do not necessarily represent the views of Holy 
Trinity PCC, the Vicar or the Editorial Team. The Editorial Team reserves the right to decline to 
publish any item or to amend or shorten material. For that reason we do not accept copy in PDF 
or  file formats other than Word. 
We are very pleased that the parish magazine is seen as a good vehicle for advertising by local 
traders and others but readers must accept that the Editors do not vouch for or in any way 
warrant the individuals, organisations, products or services advertised here.
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September Crossword

Clues Across
	 1	 ‘Through [Christ] we have gained …. by faith into this grace’ (Romans 5:2) (6)

	 4	 Deprives of sight (Deuteronomy 16:19) (6)

	 8	 The words of a hymn do this (mostly) (5)

	 9	 Faithful allegiance (1 Chronicles 12:33) (7)

	10	 Belgium’s chief port (7)

	11	 Where John was baptizing ‘because there was plenty of water’ (John 3:23) (5)

	12	 Imposing height (Psalm 48:2) (9)
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	17	 Jesus’ tempter in the wilderness (Mark 1:13) (5)

	19	 Comes between Amos and Jonah (7)

	21	 ‘Your will be done’ …   as it is in heaven’ (Matthew 6:10) (2,5)

	22	 Gale (Matthew 8:24) (5)

	23	 Axle, eh? (anag.) (6)

	24	 ‘Out of the… I cry to you, O Lord’ (Psalm 130:1) (6)

Clues Down

	 1	 Popular Christian author and humorist, Plass (6)

	 2	 Transparent ice-like mineral (Revelation 4:6) (7)

	 3	 Method of compelling surrender by surrounding target of attack (2 		
		  Chronicles 32:1) (5)

	 5	 Expose (Isaiah 52:10) (3,4)

	 6	 Lonny (anag.) (5)

	 7	 Utterance (1 Timothy 1:15) (6)

	 9	 Husband of Deborah, the prophetess (Judges 4:4) (9)

	13	  Burial service (Jeremiah 34:5) (7)

	14	 What Christ threatened to do to the lukewarm church in Laodicea 		
		  (Revelation 3:16) (4,3)

	15	 Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net (John 21:11) (6)

	16	 His response to Jesus’ decision to return to Judea was ‘Let us also go, that 	
		  we may die with him’ (John 11:16) (6)

	18	 There will be weeping and gnashing of … (Matthew 8:12) (5)

	20	 Walkway between rows of pews in a church (5)

(Answers on page 40)
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Registers

The master pages (including adverts) used to print this magazine can be viewed at www.
holytrinitycuckfield.org/directory/parish-magazine/ 

September Crossword Answers

ACROSS
1 access; 4 blinds; 8 rhyme; 9 loyalty; 10 Antwerp; 11 Aenon; 12 loftiness;  
17 Satan; 19 Obadiah; 21 on earth; 22 storm; 23 exhale; 24 depths

DOWN 
1  Adrian; 2 crystal; 3 siege; 5 lay bare; 6 nylon; 7 saying; 9 Lappidoth;  
13 funeral; 14 spit out; 15 ashore; 16 Thomas; 18 teeth; 20 aisle

Holy Baptism
Ella Sonora GRAY
Oscar Alistair GRAY
Finley Gary Brian SEAGAR
Freddie Miles LEWRY
Grace Autumn Iris SAUNDERS
Eliza Sage HOLMAN

Holy Matrimony
Thomas Matthew and Sofie-May HARMAN

In Memoriam
Michael Leonard BARLOW	 Aged 75
Joachim ATKINSON	 Aged 58
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September 2021 Calendar & Readings for Sunday Services
Evensong services for the day are listed for information whether or not a 
service is planned for that evening (see website for latest dates for Evensong)

SUNDAY 5 September – Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity
	 8.00am	 Holy Communion 
			   As 9.45am
	 9.45am	 Family Eucharist 
			   Isaiah 35: 4-7a; James 2: 1-10, 14-17; 
			   Mark 7: 24-end
	 6.00pm	 Evensong (For information only) 
			   Exodus 14: 5-end; Matthew 6: 1-18

SUNDAY 12 September – Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity
	 8.00am	 Holy Communion 
			   As 9.45am
	 9.45am	 Parish Communion  
			   Isaiah 50: 4-9a; James 3: 1-12; 
			   Mark 8: 27-end
	 6.00pm	 Evensong (For information only) 
			   Exodus 18: 13-26; Matthew 7: 1-14

SUNDAY 19 September – Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity
	 8.00am	 Holy Communion 
			   As 9.45am
	 9.45am	 Parish Eucharist  
			   Wisdom 1: 16-2: 1, 12-22; James 3: 13-4: 3, 7-8a; 
			   Mark 9: 30-37
	 6.00pm	 Choral Evensong 
			   Exodus 19: 10-end; Matthew 8: 23-end	

SUNDAY 26 September – Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity
	 8.00am	 Holy Communion (Traditional Language) 
			   As 9.45am
	 9.45am	 Parish Eucharist  
			   Numbers 11: 4-6, 10-16, 24-29; James 5: 13-end; 
			   Mark 9: 38-end 
	 6.00pm	 Evensong (For information only)
			   Exodus Chapter 24; Matthew 9: 1-8



Holy Trinity Cuckfield

September Services

While the church is open for private devotion during the 
week, like many other churches, until restrictions ease 
further, regular Services in church are limited to the Sunday 
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion, the Sunday 09.45 a.m., and 
the 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion on Wednesdays, unless 
otherwise advertised.

Other than the Sunday 8.00 a.m. service, all our services are 
on Zoom.

You will find details on the church website and can join 
the following services via the Big Blue Zoom Button on the 
home page:

Sundays
	 09.45 a.m.	 Parish Eucharist with hymns

Wednesdays
	 10.30 a.m. 	 Holy Communion (Common Worship)

Thursdays
	 9.00 a.m.	 Holy Communion (Iona/Celtic)

Fridays
	 11.00 a.m.	 Holy Communion (Traditional Language)


