Sunday 30" November 2025

Holy Trinity
Advent | Cuckfield
S u nday You are very welcome

to our worship!

Please stay in touch! If you would like to know more of what happens at Holy Trinity, please check us out
online.
www.holytrinitycuckfield.org
where you can sign up for our weekly email newsletter

Keep up to date with us on We believe in a Church that  Use this QR code to make

Facebook affirms all people and your offering towards our

www.facebook.com/holytri challenges exclusion based ongoing outreach,

nitychurchcuckfield ‘gv’} on disability, ethnicity, mission and ministry.
F gender, sexuality, mental

health, or economic status
Reflection
The readings in Advent often take us into what seems like rather scary ‘end-of the-world’ stuff, and it's tempting to get
hooked on the detail. Much of it comes from traditional apocalyptic language in a world where apocalyptic events
could easily overwhelm people - that happens today too. The passage begins and ends with the assertion that no one
knows the timings, so we must not get hooked on that either. In fact Jesus is simply telling us to live in a state of
readiness: keep awake and alert to God coming into the world.

Collect Post Communion Prayer

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us
Darkness and to put on the armour of light, now in the time Faithful as we await the coming of your Son our
of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us Lord; that, when he shall appear, he may not find
in great humility; that on the last day, when he shall come us sleeping in sin but active in his service and joyful
again in his glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, in his praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
we may rise to the life immortal; through him who is alive and

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and for ever. Amen.

Worship this Sunday...

Sunday 30" November - Advent Sunday Isaiah 2.1-5
Romans13.11-end
Matthew 24.36-44

8.00 am Holy Communion (CW) Reader: Graham Johnson

9.45 am Parish Eucharist (CW)*

PrHymn 327ii Awake, awake fling off Readers: Mark Parker
6 v1 Advent candle lighting Wendy Bloomer

Gr Hymn 649 God of mercy, God of grace Intercessor Isobel Simmonds

Of Hymn 38 Hark a thrilling voice

Anthem Advent Prose

Cm Hymn 33i Creator of the starry height
430 Bread of heaven

Fn Hymn 41 Lo he comes with clouds

6.00 pm Candlelit Advent Carol Service *

Introit Advent prose Hymn 46  On Jordan’s bank the Baptist's cry
Hymn 32 Come, thou redeemer of the earth Hymn 39  Hills of the north rejoice

Anthem O radiant dawn Hymn 45 O come, O come, Emmanuel
Anthem The King shall come Anthem Gabriel's Message

Anthem Jesus Christ the apple tree Anthem How shall | fitly meet thee

Hymn 37 Hark what a sound, and too divine for hearing Hymn 41 Lo, he comes with clouds descendin

* Also live streamed on zoom - click the blue button on the church homepage
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First Reading Isaiah 2.1-5
Zion will be established as the Lord’s mountain; nations shall learn no more war

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come the mountain of the LORD'’s
house shall be established as the highest of the mountains and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the
nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into
pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!

Second Reading Romans13.11-end
‘Salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near’

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer
to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of
darkness and put on the armour of light; let us live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Gospel Matthew 24.36-44

No one knows when the coming of the Son of Man will be; therefore keep awake

‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the
days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the
flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one
will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep
awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his
house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.

This Week
01/12 Mon 7.30 pm Home Group (In Person)
02/12 Tue 6.00 pm Choir Club Old School
7.30 pm Choir Practice Old School
03/12 Wed 10.30 am  Holy Communion (In Old School) Isaiah 25.6-10a
followed by coffee and cake Matthew 15.29-37
5.00 pm Clergy Surgery Old School
04/12 Thurs  9.00 am lona/Celtic Communion (In Old School) Isaiah 26.1-6
Matthew 7.21, 24-27
9.00 pm Sung Compline for Advent Church
05/12 Fri 11.30 am  Christmas Tree Festival Church
5.45 pm Bell Tower visit(s) start Church
06/12 Sat 11.30 am  Christmas Tree Festival Church
07/12 Sun 11.30 am  Christmas Tree Festival Church
6.00 pm Carols & Conifers Church
Next Sunday...
Sunday 7" December - 2" Sunday of Advent Isaiah 11.1-10
Romans15.4-13
Matthew 3.1-12
8.00 am Holy Communion (CW) Reader: Anthony vander Willigen
9.45 am Parish Eucharist Toy Service (CW)*
Please bring new, unwrapped toys for children in need.
Pr Hymn 38 Hark a thrilling voice Readers: Alan Currer
26 v2 Candle lighting Eileen Caple
Gr Hymn 42 Longing for light Intercessor: Mark Parker
Of Hymn 581 Lord of Lords (omit v 4)
Anthem 434ii Christ bids us
Cm Hymn 63_9 Give thanks _ .
33i Creator of the starry night (omit v 4)
Fn Hymn 719 Lord the light of your love (Shine Jesus Shine)



6.00 pm Carols & Conifers Family Carols among the
Christmas Trees accompanied by The Patcham Silver
Band
* Also live streamed on zoom - click the blue button on the church home page.

Notices and Parish News...

¢ Advent and Christmas 2026 at Holy Trinity Cuckfield - a season of hope, light, and joy for all ages. Our

celebrations begin on Sunday 30 November at 6.00 pm with a beautiful candlelit Advent Carol Service of
readings and music. On Sunday 7 December at 9.45 am we hold our Toy Service during the Eucharist, part of
the Christmas Tree Festival weekend - please bring new, unwrapped toys for children in need. On Sunday 14
December at 9.45 am Bishop Ruth will preside and preach at the Parish Eucharist, and at 6.00 pm the Choir of
Holy Trinity sings a traditional service of Lessons and Carols at St Mary Magdalene, Bolney. On Monday 15
December at 7.30 pm we host a special Carol Service for the Royal British Legion and Sussex Army Cadet
Force. Our traditional candlelit Nine Lessons and Carols follow on Sunday 21 December at 6.00 pm. On
Christmas Eve, Wednesday 24 December, we have Crib Services at 2.30 pm and 4.00 pm for families and
children, followed by Midnight Mass at 11.15 pm. On Christmas Day, Thursday 25 December, join us at 9.45
am for our Festal Eucharist celebrating the birth of Christ, and on Sunday 4 January at 6.00 pm we conclude
the season with a Choral Service for Epiphany marking the visit of the Magi and the revelation of Christ to the
nations.

Booking for the Christmas Eve Crib Services:

Crib service 2.30 pm use this QR Code or follow this link...

https://cuckfieldandbolneybenefice.churchsuite.com/events/7j1sld0g

Crib Service 4.00 pm use this QR Code or follow this link:
https://cuckfieldandbolneybenefice.churchsuite.com/events/jomxmugqg

e Macmillan Coffee Morning - We're delighted to confirm that Macmillan has now formally acknowledged a total of
£460 raised, plus Gift Aid, from our Coffee Morning at the end of September. A heartfelt thank-you to
everyone who came along, donated, baked, served and supported. Your generosity made the morning a real
success.

e Service Changes - Please Note;

On Wednesday 3rd and Thursday 4th December: Services will take place in the Victorian Hall at the Old School
and the service and the BCP service Friday 5" December will be cancelled due to the Christmas Tree Festival
setup.

On Friday 19th December: There will be no service, as Holy Trinity Primary School will be holding their annual
Christingle service in church.

e Church closure - Please note that from 2" -5" December the church will have limited access due to the setup
of the Christmas Tree Festival

o Fr Peter Sutton will be licensed by Bishop Ruth as Associate Priest in this Benefice with responsibility for St Mary
Magdalane, Bolney on Monday 8" December 2025 at 7.30 pm at St Mary Magdalane in Bolney. Please do come
and support Fr Petr as he takes up his new ministry with us in the benefice.

o Bereavement Café - A Space to Talk, Listen, and Simply Be - If you've experienced the loss of someone
close, you are warmly invited to our Bereavement Café-a gentle, welcoming space to sit, share, or simply be.
Whether you feel like talking or prefer quiet companionship, this is a place of understanding and care. Grief can
feel isolating, but gathering with others who are walking a similar path can bring comfort and connection. Over
tea and coffee, we offer space for gentle conversation and quiet presence. Our first Bereavement Café will be
held on Tuesday 9*" December, 2pm-4pm at The Old School, Committee Room (opposite Holy Trinity Church).
It will continue the Second Tuesday of each month, at the same time and place. For more information, please
email the Revd Stephen Caple pastoral-care@holytrinitycuckfield.org or the Parish Office: 01444 456461

¢ Flowers for Christmas. Wednesday 10t December 2025, 12.00 pm in church. Come and enjoy [E] TRE EI
an inspirational demonstration of festive flower arrangements with local florist Belinda from Chez ¥ Loy
Fleur. Tickets £8 with light lunch included. Limited places available, secure your place and book a
ticket at following this link:
https://cuckfieldandbolneybenefice.churchsuite.com/events/xbzljn6n or scan the QR code.

e Cuckfield Local Market - Holy Trinity Cuckfield last market of the year will take place on December 13" from
9.30-12.30 providing locally sourced, sustainable goods. Support local artisans and embrace environmental
stewardship with us. The church will be serving tea, coffee and soft drinks, please let Jane know if you can assist.

¢ An Unforgettable Night of Music and Giving - Join us on Saturday 13th December for a special charity
concert in aid of St Peter & St James Hospice. Local sensation Luca Brugnoli (15) will perform alongside rising
star Natalie Fooks (16), talented local children, and guest Steinway Artist Dominic Ferris. Celebrate the season,
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enjoy extraordinary young talent, and support vital hospice care in our community. Get your early bird
November offer by using code BUYNOWNOV. Tickets at www.ticketsource.co.uk/Irb-music

e 2025 marks 30 years since The Old School opened as Cuckfield’s community hub. We’re creating a new time
capsule to be buried on Sunday 14th December at 11.30am - please share your photos or ideas with the Parish
Office or email reader@holytrinitycuckfield.org.

e Deanery Day 2026 - Art & Prayer - Saturday 7 February 2026. The Ascension Church, Vale Road, Haywards
Heath 10am-1pm. Speaker: Rev Charles Pickstone, former vicar of St. Laurence, Catford, London and a trustee
of Art & Christianity Enquiry. He is on the editorial board of Art & Christianity, and until recently a visiting scholar
at Sarum College. Charles regularly contributes articles to books and magazines on art and spirituality, as well
as lecturing in the UK and abroad. He is on the board of the UK branch of AICA (the International Association of
Art Critics) and is chair of the Fabric Advisory Committee of Southwark Cathedral

Prayers...
Those to be married:
Those in immediate need: Becky Parker, Ralph Colbran, Eileen Knight, Eileen McDougall, Philip Chapman, Judith
Aspinall, Rev'd Stephen Caple, Jill Brotherton, David Meares,
Those in long term need: Georgia, Ann Went, Julie Sadler, Wendy Hibling, Liz Graydon, Peter Graydon, Eileen
MacDougall, George Snashall, Karen Leese, and Yvonne Godsmark
Those in care homes: Mary Watts, Rosemary Pardey, Janet Card, Valerie Poxon, Sally Williams
The recently departed and those who mourn: Sheila Mason
Those whose year’s mind falls at this time. 15t December Angela Fox 1999, Margaret Walker 2023, 2" Jack
Upton, Nigel Lloyd 2003, Ronald (Joe) Hayes Nye 2011, Paul Robert Somers 2021, 3" Peter Bravo, Dr. Christine
Ashley Bratt 2013, 4" Susan Jones, Jack Vass 1995, 5" Athalie Nye 1995, Joan Pyle, Leonora Mcguire 1997, 6t
Lady Marie Violet Pamela Loder 2005, Winifred Wiseman 2009, 7'" George Smith 1995, Frank John James 2003,
Jean Notrums 2019, David Clarke 2020.

Praying through the week...
Mon Dec 15t - World AIDS Day. We pray for greater understanding, reduced stigma and discrimination. We pray for
all living with HIV and AIDS and all working to improve side effects of the drugs necessary. We pray for those in parts
of the world where it is far more difficult to access lifesaving and life-maintaining drugs. We pray locally for the people
of The Dell, that they may have a sense of the wonder and diversity of God'’s creation.
Tue Dec 2" - On this International day for the Abolition of Slavery we remember those treated unfairly to suit the
advantages of others, whether through forced or child labour, or human trafficking for sexual or other exploitation. We
pray for all who feel trapped and unheard. We pray for rigorous law enforcement to root out the evil of such practice.
We pray for victims of torture. Locally we pray particularly for the people of The Highlands that they may feel the joy
and pride of belonging to a community and being valued.
Wed Dec 3™ - On this International Day of Persons with Disabilities, we remember all affected by disabilities. We pray
that people of the world are released from the negative attitudes which undermine those in need of support and
constrain their lives and dignity. Locally we pray for the people of The Knowle, that they may have a sense of being
cherished, and that they too may feel able to be loving towards others this day.
Thu Dec 4t - We give thanks for our green spaces. We pray for all who are involved in proper maintenance of
trees, woodland and the natural habitats of creatures. Locally we pray for the people of The Street, for a
neighbourhood of understanding, hospitality and care.
Fri 5th Dec - We pray for all involved in organising and preparing the Cuckfield Christmas Street Festival and the
Christmas Tree Festival at Holy Trinity. We give thanks for everyone working over these days to make the events
joyful and successful, and for all who will help with the clearing up. We pray for those who will attend, that these
celebrations may bring warmth, enjoyment and a strong sense of community. Locally, we remember the people of
Tower House Close, that they may feel part of a safe, supportive and neighbourly community.
Sat Dec 6" - We remember St. Nicholas (Bishop, 3™ Century), protector and patron of children, gift giver; we give
thanks for generosity. We pray that, in all our preparations for Christmas celebration, parties and fun, we remember
those for whom Christmas is a difficult time, emphasising their lack, poverty, loneliness and loss. Locally we pray for
the people of Top Street, may they sense God’s presence with them, whatever they are facing.

Contacts

Vicar Parish Administrator Churchwarden

The Rev’d Daniel Valentine Gina Parker Jane Coan

01444 454007 01444 456461 churchwardenjane@holytrinitycuckfield.org
vicar@bholytrinitycuckfield.org office@holytrinitycuckfield.org

Operations Manager Children & Youth Worker Director of Music

Mandi Lines Toby Dawson David Curtis-Brignell

07525 097 849 07423 817842 07710 052628

OpsManager@holytrinitycuckfield.org Toby@holytrinitycuckfield.org DOM@holytrinitycuckfield.org
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