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Sunday 14th December 2025 
 

3rd Sunday 
of Advent  

Holy Trinity  
Cuckfield 

You are very welcome 
to our worship!   

Please stay in touch! If you would like to know more of what happens at Holy Trinity, please check us out 
online. 

www.holytrinitycuckfield.org 
where you can sign up for our weekly email newsletter 

 
TODAY WE WELCOME BISHOP RUTH TO OUR 9.45 AM PARISH EUCHARIST  

AS PRESIDENT & PREACHER   

 

Keep up to date with us 
on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ho
lytrinitychurchcuckfield 

 

We believe in a Church 
that affirms all people 
and challenges 
exclusion based on 
disability, ethnicity, 
gender, sexuality, 
mental health, or 
economic status 

Use this QR code to 
make your offering 

towards our ongoing 
outreach, mission 

and ministry.   

Reflection 
We are with John the Baptist again this week, but in a very different context. John is in prison, having paid the 
price for questioning the behaviour of those in authority - another way in which he is a forerunner of Christ. But 
now he seems uncertain about what Jesus is up to: is he the Messiah John was expecting? Jesus gives a report 
of the marginalized among whom he is working; he praises John up to the hilt, and then says, ‘yet the least in 
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he’. No wonder John asked his question: this is a most surprising Messiah 
that we are meeting. 
 
Collect Post Communion Prayer 
O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your 
messenger to prepare your way before you: grant that the 
ministers and stewards of your mysteries may likewise so 
prepare and make ready your way by turning the hearts 
of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at your 
second coming to judge the world we may be found an 
acceptable people in your sight; for you are alive and 
reign with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly 
gifts; kindle in us the fire of your Spirit that when 
your Christ comes again, we may shine as lights 
before his face; who is alive and reigns now and 
for ever Amen 

 
Worship this Sunday…  
Sunday 14th December - 3rd Sunday of Advent Isaiah 35.1-10  

James 5.7-10  
Matthew 11.2-11  

8.00 am   Holy Communion (BCP)   Readers: James Sanders  
   Charles Solomon  
9.45 am   Parish Eucharist with Bishop Ruth*    
Pr Hymn   26 v3 Candle lighting         

320 The great forerunner   
Readers: Jane Coan  

Dick Whidborne  
Gr Hymn  813 Through the night v1-6  Intercessor:  Nicholas Rowe  
Of Hymn  394 Tell out my soul    
Anthem  O radiant dawn    
Cm Hymn   471 We pray thee heavenly   

262 Spirit of mercy  
  

Fn Hymn  39 Hills of the north    
    
6.00 pm  Candlelit Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols    



 2 

at St Mary Magdalene, Bolney 
* Also live streamed on zoom - click the blue button on the church homepage 
 
First Reading Isaiah 35.1-10  
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall 
blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing.  The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of 
Carmel and Sharon.  They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God.  Strengthen the weak hands 
and make firm the feeble knees.  Say to those who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear!  Here is your 
God.  He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense.  He will come and save you.’  Then the eyes of 
the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the 
tongue of the speechless sing for joy.  For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 
the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become 
a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.  A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy 
Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveller, not even fools, shall go 
astray.  No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the 
redeemed shall walk there.  And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away. 
 
Second Reading  James 5.7-10  
Be patient for the coming of the Lord is nigh - the prophets have foretold it 
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, 
being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, 
for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. 
See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets 
who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
 
Gospel Matthew 11.2-11  
John sends to Jesus from prison: ‘Are you the one we have been waiting for?’ 
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to him, ‘Are you 
the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear 
and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 
and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offence at me.’   As they 
went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to look 
at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those 
who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more 
than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who 
will prepare your way before you.” Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than 
John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

 
This Week  
15/12 Mon 11.30 am Goldbridge Care Home, Holy Communion  
 7.30 pm Home Group (In Person)  
 7.30 pm Royal British Legion & Sussex Army Cadet Carol 

Service 
Church 

17/12 Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion followed by coffee and cake Genesis 49.2,8-10; 
Matthew 1.1-17 

 5.00 pm  Clergy Surgery Old School 
18/12 Thurs 9.00 am Iona/Celtic Communion  Jeremiah 23.5-8  

Matthew 1.18-24 
 9.00 pm Sung Compline for Advent Church 
19/12 Fri 9.30 am Holy Trinity Primary School; Christingle Church 
 6.00 pm Fuse Yr 6 Christmas Party  Old School 
 7.30 pm Choir Practice Church 

 
Next Sunday… 
Sunday 21st December - 4th Sunday of Advent  
 

Isaiah 7.10-16 
Romans 1.1-7 

Matthew 1.18-end 
8.00 am  Holy Communion (CW)  Reader: Graham Johnson  
      
9.45 am  Parish Eucharist*   



 3 

Pr Hymn  26 v4 Candle lighting        
45 O come, o come Emmanuel 

Readers: Isobel Simmonds 
Nick Jones 

Gr Hymn 30 Come thou long expected Intercessor: Nick Jones 
Of Hymn 32 Come thou redeemer   
Anthem Gabriel's message (sheet)   

Cm Hymn  313 For Mary, mother 
430i Bread of heaven 

  

Fn Hymn 315 Sing we of the blessed   
    
6.00 pm Candlelit Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols    

* Also live streamed on zoom - click the blue button on the church home page. 
 
Notices and Parish News… 
• Samara’s Aid - A huge thank you to everyone who has supported our Arts & Crafts Group — together 

with friends of the group, we have raised almost £600 so far through handmade items.  Our next 
fundraising events are this weekend: 
• Saturday - Stall at the Cuckfield Local Market 
• Sunday after the 9.45am service - Remaining items displayed in the Old School Hall during coffee 
We’d love to see you there! 

• Thank you so much for the truly wonderful response to the coat and jumper collection and items for 
FSW.  The coats and jumpers have been distributed in Crawley and have been very gratefully received. The 
toys and items for Christmas hampers were collected on Monday and will bring joy to many families this 
Christmas. The Engage Stream would like to thank everyone for their generosity.  

• 2025 marks 30 years since The Old School opened as Cuckfield’s community hub.  We’re creating a new 
time capsule to be buried on Sunday 14th December at 11.30am - please share your photos or ideas with 
the Parish Office or email reader@holytrinitycuckfield.org. 

• Advent and Christmas 2026 at Holy Trinity Cuckfield - On Monday 15 December at 7.30 pm we host a 
special Carol Service for the Royal British Legion and Sussex Army Cadet Force. Our traditional candlelit 
Nine Lessons and Carols follow on Sunday 21 December at 6.00 pm. On Christmas Eve, Wednesday 24 
December, we have Crib Services at 2.30 pm and 4.00 pm for families and children, followed by Midnight 
Mass at 11.15 pm. On Christmas Day, Thursday 25 December, join us at 9.45 am for our Festal Eucharist 
celebrating the birth of Christ, and on Sunday 4 January at 6.00 pm we conclude the season with a Choral 
Service for Epiphany marking the visit of the Magi and the revelation of Christ to the nations. 
Booking for the Christmas Eve Crib Services:  
Crib service 2.30 pm use this QR Code or follow this link… 
https://cuckfieldandbolneybenefice.churchsuite.com/events/7j1sld0g   

 
  

 
Crib Service 4.00 pm use this QR Code or follow this link: 
https://cuckfieldandbolneybenefice.churchsuite.com/events/jomxmugq   
 

• Service Changes - Please Note; On Friday 19th December: There will be no service, as Holy Trinity 
Primary School will be holding their annual Christingle service in church. 

• Cuckfield Local Market - Holy Trinity Cuckfield local market will take place on January 10th from 9.30-
12.30 providing locally sourced, sustainable goods.  Support local artisans and embrace environmental 
stewardship with us. The church will be serving tea, coffee and soft drinks, please let Jane know if you can 
assist.  

• Bereavement Café - A Space to Talk, Listen, and Simply Be - If you’ve experienced the loss of 
someone close, you are warmly invited to our Bereavement Café-a gentle, welcoming space to sit, share, 
or simply be. Whether you feel like talking or prefer quiet companionship, this is a place of understanding 
and care.  Grief can feel isolating, but gathering with others who are walking a similar path can bring comfort 
and connection. Over tea and coffee, we offer space for gentle conversation and quiet presence.  Our first 
Bereavement Café will be held on Tuesday 13th January 2pm-4pm at The Old School, Committee Room 
(opposite Holy Trinity Church). It will continue the Second Tuesday of each month, at the same time and 
place.  For more information, please email the Revd Stephen Caple pastoral-
care@holytrinitycuckfield.org or the Parish Office: 01444 456461 

• Sustainability Event - Tuesday 20th January 2026 - Haywards Heath Baptist Church are hosting a special 
talk, “From Scorched Earth to A Rocha”, with Ed Walker MBE, Executive Director of A Rocha International. 
Join at 7.30pm at Haywards Heath Baptist Church, Sussex Road for an inspiring evening about Christian 
environmental action.  Free entry, refreshments provided. 

https://cuckfieldandbolneybenefice.churchsuite.com/events/7j1sld0g
https://cuckfieldandbolneybenefice.churchsuite.com/events/jomxmugq
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• Deanery Day 2026 - Art & Prayer - Saturday 7 February 2026. The Ascension Church, Vale Road, 
Haywards Heath 10am-1pm. Speaker: Rev Charles Pickstone, former vicar of St. Laurence, Catford, 
London and a trustee of Art & Christianity Enquiry. He is on the editorial board of Art & Christianity, and until 
recently a visiting scholar at Sarum College. Charles regularly contributes articles to books and magazines 
on art and spirituality, as well as lecturing in the UK and abroad. He is on the board of the UK branch of 
AICA (the International Association of Art Critics) and is chair of the Fabric Advisory Committee of Southwark 
Cathedral 

 
Prayers… 
Those in immediate need: Becky Parker, Ralph Colbran, Eileen Knight, Philip Chapman, Judith Aspinall, Rev’d 
Stephen Caple, Jill Brotherton, David Meares, Pam Sutherland 
Those in long term need: Georgia, Ann Went, Julie Sadler, Wendy Hibling, Liz Graydon, Peter Graydon, Eileen 
MacDougall, George Snashall, Karen Leese, and Yvonne Godsmark 
Those in care homes: Mary Watts, Rosemary Pardey, Janet Card, Valerie Poxon, Sally Williams 
The recently departed and those who mourn: Filip Tetzeli, Michael Halsey,  
Those whose year’s mind falls at this time. 15th Bill Ridley, 16th Alison Quick, Jack Richard Moulding 2005, 
Lauren Anne Silverlock 2012, Christopher Bartlett 2017, Anthony Gerald Marsden 2020, 17th Michelle Frenzell, 
Diana Allison 1993, Diane Mary Giles 2021, 18th Dorothy Beard, Daisy Kent 1993, 19th Jack Fleming, 20th 
George Rowe, Helen Hussey 1997, Irene Sayers 2009, 21st John Handcock 

 
Praying through the week… 
 
Mon Dec 15th - We pray for the children of our various schools, as they look towards  their Christmas holidays. 
We remember particularly those for whom time at home is difficult, unsafe, stressful, frightening or violent. We 
pray for all the services available and individuals who can offer support to children and parents. We pray for a 
society that recognises such difficulties and seeks to strengthen support networks. Locally we pray for the 
people of Wheatsheaf Lane; we pray that they may feel the comfort and presence of God in all they do and give 
thanks for the ways in which they enrich the community and environment around them.  
Tue Dec 16th - We remember those who have been imprisoned for resisting war, because of their actions for 
peace, those imprisoned for non-violent action against the climate crisis. We pray for all who are threatened with 
violence because they challenge popular or prominent views. We pray for peace and justice throughout the 
world.  We pray locally for the people of Whitemans Close, for a sense of well-being and peace in their lives.  
Wed Dec 17th - We pray for the fellowship of different community groups, celebrating friendship, 
common interests and time together. We give thanks for our monthly Lunch ‘n’ Linger group and all involved in 
this wonderful partnership between church and school. We pray for all the volunteers who make such events 
possible.  We pray for the people of Whitemans Green, that they may experience the hope and comfort of God, 
who loves them.  
Thu Dec 18th - We pray for Christians throughout the world meeting to celebrate this Advent and Christmas 
season. We pray for all who will worship at Holy Trinity and all who will worship in other churches.  We pray 
especially for those Christians, for whom declaring their faith is dangerous and calls for courage. We pray for 
the people of Whineham Lane, for their health and well-being, that they may feel drawn to acts of friendship and 
kindness this week.  
Fri Dec 19th - We give thanks for all local groups that support young children, parents and carers. We pray that 
these gatherings continue to offer friendship, encouragement and a sense of belonging. We also hold in prayer 
the well-being of all who live in our community, especially those on Woodbine Close. 
Sat Dec 20th - We pray for the many groups and organisations that enrich our community life, and for all who 
work in public service to maintain its safety, welfare and beauty. We also pray for the residents of Woodhall 
Close, that they may experience the peace, joy and wonder of God’s creation. 

 
Contacts 
Vicar 
The Rev’d Daniel Valentine  
01444 454007 
vicar@holytrinitycuckfield.org 

Parish Administrator 
Gina Parker  
01444 456461 
office@holytrinitycuckfield.or
g  

Churchwarden 
Jane Coan 
churchwardenjane@holytrinitycuckfield.or
g  
 
 

Operations Manager  
Mandi Lines  
07525 097 849 
OpsManager@holytrinitycuckfield.org  

Children & Youth Worker 
Toby Dawson 
07423 817842 
Toby@holytrinitycuckfield.org  

Director of Music 
David Curtis-Brignell 
07710 052628 
DOM@holytrinitycuckfield.org  
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