Sunday 7t December 2025

to our worship!

Toy Service

Holy Trinity
2" Sunday | Cuckfield
of Advent & | You are very welcome

Please stay in touch! If you would like to know more of what happens at Holy Trinity, please check us out

online.

www.holytrinitycuckfield.org
where you can sign up for our weekly email newsletter

TODAY WE WELCOME REPRESENATIVES FROM THE SUSSEX CANCER FUND WHO ARE OUR
PARTNERS FOR THE CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL THIS YEAR.

Keep up to date with us on We believe in a Church that  Use this QR code to make
Facebook " affirms all people and your offering towards our
www.facebook.com/holytri challenges exclusion based ongoing outreach, :
nitychurchcuckfield ‘{;} on disability, ethnicity, mission and ministry. it

B gender, sexuality, mental

health, or economic status

Reflection

John appears on the scene in the run-up to Christmas, reminding us that he is only the warm-up act for Jesus’ own
appearance. He is clearly cast by Matthew as an Old Testament prophet, and as such is a hinge between the Old and
the New covenants. So, although his message, ‘repent’ and ‘bear fruit’ is not that different to Jesus’, it is clear that he
is not the Messiah: his job is to point people to Jesus, and let them make their own mind up about him. Maybe that’s

our job in the church too.

Collect Post Communion Prayer

O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power and come among us, Fatherin heaven, who sent your Son to redeem the
and with great might succour us; that whereas, through our world and will send him again to be our judge: give
sins and wickedness we are grievously hindered in running us grace so to imitate him in the humility and purity
the race that is set before us, your bountiful grace and mercy of his first coming that, when he comes again, we
may speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ your may be ready to greet him with joyful love and firm
Son our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

honour and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Worship this Sunday...
Sunday 7" December - 2"¢ Sunday of Advent

8.00 am Holy Communion (CW)

9.45 am Parish Eucharist & Toy Service (CW)*
Please bring new, unwrapped toys for children in
need.

PrHymn 38 Hark a thrilling voice
26 v2 Candle lighting

Gr Hymn 42 Longing for light

Of Hymn 581 Lord of Lords (omit v 4)

Anthem 434ii Christ bids us

Cm Hymn 639 Give thanks
33i Creator of the starry night (omit v 4)
Fn Hymn 719 Lord the light of your love (Shine Jesus Shine)

6.00 pm Carols & Conifers - Family Carols among the Christmas

Trees accompanied by The Patcham Silver Band

Isaiah 11.1-10

Romans15.4-13

Matthew 3.1-12

Reader:  Anthony vander Willigen

Readers: Alan Currer
Eileen Caple
Intercessor Mark Parker

* Also live streamed on zoom - click the blue button on the church homepage

www.holytrinitycuckfield.org
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First Reading Isaiah 11.1-10
The earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the LORD shall
rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the
fear of the LORD. His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by
what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness
shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the
leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The
cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing
child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt
or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling
shall be glorious.

Second Reading Romans15.4-13
What was written is for our instruction; now we have a gospel for Jews and Gentiles alike

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the
encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you
to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for
the glory of God. For | tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in
order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for
his mercy. As it is written, ‘Therefore | will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name’; and again
he says, ‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people’; and again, ‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples
praise him’; and again Isaiah says, ‘The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the
Gentiles shall hope.” May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Gospel Matthew 3.1-12

The arrival of John the Baptist, preaching repentance and preparing the way of the Lord

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
has come near.’ This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, ‘The voice of one crying out in the
wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a
leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea
were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins. But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to
say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for | tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children
to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire. ‘| baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than | is coming
after me; | am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is
in his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn
with unquenchable fire.’

This Week

8/12 Mon 7.30 pm Home Group (In Person)
7.30 pm Fr Peter Sutton licensed by Bishop Ruth St Mary Magdalene, Bolney

09/12 Tue 2.00 pm Bereavement Cafe Old School

10/12 Wed 10.30 am  Holy Communion followed by coffee and cake Isa 40.25-end; Matt 11.28-end
12.00 pm  Flowers for Christmas Demonstration Church
5.00 pm Clergy Surgery Old School
7.30 pm Singing Allsorts Christmas Charity Concert Church

11/12 Thurs ~ 9.00 am lona/Celtic Communion Isa 41.13-20; Matt11.11-15
1.00 pm Funeral T/L Shelia Mason Church
2.00 pm Pilgrim Course Old School
9.00 pm Sung Compline for Advent Church

12/12 Fri 11.00 am  BCP Communion Isa 48.17-19; Matt11.16-19
6.00 pm Choir Club Church
6.00 pm Fuse Youth Club Old School
7.30 pm Choir Practice Church

13/12 Sat 9.30 am Cuckfield Local Market Church
7.00 pm Shine Bright at Christmas: Luca Brugnoli Charity Church

Concert



Next Sunday...

Sunday 14" December - 3" Sunday of Advent Isaiah 35.1-10
James 5.7-10
Matthew 11.2-11
8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Reader: James Sanders
Charles Solomon
9.45 am Parish Eucharist with Bishop Ruth*
Pr Hymn 26 v3 Candle lighting Readers: Jane Coan
320 The great forerunner Dick Whidborne
Gr Hymn 813 Through the night v1-6 Intercessor: Nicholas Rowe
Of Hymn 394 Tell out my soul
Anthem O radiant dawn
471 We pray thee heavenly
Cm Hymn 262 Spirit of mercy
Fn Hymn 394 Tell out my soul
6.00 pm Candlelit Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols

at St Mary Magdalene, Bolney
* Also live streamed on zoom - click the blue button on the church home page.

Notices and Parish News...

e A huge THANK YOU to everyone who worked so hard to deliver this years Christmas Tree Festival.
¢ Advent and Christmas 2026 at Holy Trinity Cuckfield - a season of hope, light, and joy for all ages. On Sunday
14 December at 9.45 am Bishop Ruth will preside and preach at the Parish Eucharist, and at 6.00 pm the Choir
of Holy Trinity sings a traditional service of Lessons and Carols at St Mary Magdalene, Bolney. On Monday 15
December at 7.30 pm we host a special Carol Service for the Royal British Legion and Sussex Army Cadet
Force. Our traditional candlelit Nine Lessons and Carols follow on Sunday 21 December at 6.00 pm. On
Christmas Eve, Wednesday 24 December, we have Crib Services at 2.30 pm and 4.00 pm for families and
children, followed by Midnight Mass at 11.15 pm. On Christmas Day, Thursday 25 December, join us at 9.45
am for our Festal Eucharist celebrating the birth of Christ, and on Sunday 4 January at 6.00 pm we conclude
the season with a Choral Service for Epiphany marking the visit of the Magi and the revelation of Christ to the
nations.
Booking for the Christmas Eve Crib Services:
Crib service 2.30 pm use this QR Code or follow this link...
https://cuckfieldandbolneybenefice.churchsuite.com/events/7j1sld0g

Crib Service 4.00 pm use this QR Code or follow this link:
https://cuckfieldandbolneybenefice.churchsuite.com/events/jomxmugqg

e Service Changes - Please Note; On Friday 19th December: There will be no service, as Holy Trinity Primary
School will be holding their annual Christingle service in church.

o Fr Peter Sutton will be licensed by Bishop Ruth as Associate Priest in this Benefice with responsibility for St Mary
Magdalane, Bolney on Monday 8" December 2025 at 7.30 pm at St Mary Magdalane in Bolney. Please do come
and support Fr Peter as he takes up his new ministry with us in the benefice.

o Bereavement Café - A Space to Talk, Listen, and Simply Be - If you've experienced the loss of someone
close, you are warmly invited to our Bereavement Café-a gentle, welcoming space to sit, share, or simply be.
Whether you feel like talking or prefer quiet companionship, this is a place of understanding and care. Grief can
feel isolating, but gathering with others who are walking a similar path can bring comfort and connection. Over
tea and coffee, we offer space for gentle conversation and quiet presence. Our first Bereavement Café will be
held on Tuesday 9*" December, 2pm-4pm at The Old School, Committee Room (opposite Holy Trinity Church).
It will continue the Second Tuesday of each month, at the same time and place. For more information, please
email the Revd Stephen Caple pastoral-care@holytrinitycuckfield.org or the Parish Office: 01444 456461

o Flowers for Christmas. Wednesday 10" December 2025, 12.00 pm in church. Come and enjoy [E] -'.Ir EI
an inspirational demonstration of festive flower arrangements with local florist Belinda from Chez %
Fleur. Tickets £8 with light lunch included. Limited places available, secure your place and book a
ticket at following this link:
https://cuckfieldandbolneybenefice.churchsuite.com/events/xbzljn6n or scan the QR code.



https://cuckfieldandbolneybenefice.churchsuite.com/events/7j1sld0g
https://cuckfieldandbolneybenefice.churchsuite.com/events/jomxmugq
https://cuckfieldandbolneybenefice.churchsuite.com/events/xbzljn6n

e Cuckfield Local Market - Holy Trinity Cuckfield last market of the year will take place on December 13" from
9.30-12.30 providing locally sourced, sustainable goods. Support local artisans and embrace environmental
stewardship with us. The church will be serving tea, coffee and soft drinks, please let Jane know if you can assist.

e An Unforgettable Night of Music and Giving - Join us on Saturday 13th December at 7.00pm for a special
charity concert in aid of St Peter & St James Hospice. Local sensation Luca Brugnoli (15) will perform alongside
rising star Natalie Fooks (16), talented local children, and guest Steinway Artist Dominic Ferris. Celebrate the
season, enjoy extraordinary young talent, and support vital hospice care in our community. Get your early bird
November offer by using code BUYNOWNOV. Tickets at www.ticketsource.co.uk/Irb-music

e 2025 marks 30 years since The Old School opened as Cuckfield’s community hub. We’re creating a new time
capsule to be buried on Sunday 14th December at 11.30am - please share your photos or ideas with the Parish
Office or email reader@holytrinitycuckfield.org.

e Sustainability Event - Tuesday 20th January 2026 - Haywards Heath Baptist Church are hosting a special talk,
“From Scorched Earth to A Rocha”, with Ed Walker MBE, Executive Director of A Rocha International. Join at
7.30pm at Haywards Heath Baptist Church, Sussex Road for an inspiring evening about Christian
environmental action. Free entry, refreshments provided.

e Deanery Day 2026 - Art & Prayer - Saturday 7 February 2026. The Ascension Church, Vale Road, Haywards
Heath 10am-1pm. Speaker: Rev Charles Pickstone, former vicar of St. Laurence, Catford, London and a trustee
of Art & Christianity Enquiry. He is on the editorial board of Art & Christianity, and until recently a visiting scholar
at Sarum College. Charles regularly contributes articles to books and magazines on art and spirituality, as well
as lecturing in the UK and abroad. He is on the board of the UK branch of AICA (the International Association of
Art Critics) and is chair of the Fabric Advisory Committee of Southwark Cathedral

Prayers...
Those to be married:
Those in immediate need: Becky Parker, Ralph Colbran, Eileen Knight, Eileen McDougall, Philip Chapman, Judith
Aspinall, Rev'd Stephen Caple, Jill Brotherton, David Meares,
Those in long term need: Georgia, Ann Went, Julie Sadler, Wendy Hibling, Liz Graydon, Peter Graydon, Eileen
MacDougall, George Snashall, Karen Leese, and Yvonne Godsmark
Those in care homes: Mary Watts, Rosemary Pardey, Janet Card, Valerie Poxon, Sally Williams
The recently departed and those who mourn: Filip Tetzeli, Michael Halsey
Those whose year’s mind falls at this time. 8" Eleanor Muriel Joyce Flux-Dundas 2005, Victor Cecil Newnham
2010, Honor Griffin, Ursula Moon, 2023, 9" Michael Batterbee 2017, James Platt 2018, Wendy Eva Boys 2021,
Paul William John Dupee, 10" Gladys Evelyn Defrates 2003, Robert Tidmarsh 2017, 12t Edith Mary Read 2001,
Brian Charles Shrod 2002, 13" Dora Horn 1995, Joan Margaret Sowter 2012, Susan Walder 2023, 14th Nicholas
Martin, Patrick Michael Anscombe 2005

Praying through the week...
Mon 8 Dec - We pray for all carers and toddler groups, giving thanks for children’s joy and curiosity, and for parents,
families and childminders. We remember those facing stress or financial strain, that they may find support. We pray
for the people of Tower House Close.
Tue 9 Dec - We pray for asylum seekers and refugees, and for all who offer hospitality and support. May we keep
compassion at the centre of our actions. We pray for all who are homeless and for the people of Tylers Green.
Wed 10 Dec - We pray for families affected by mental ill health, and for all living with anxiety, isolation or despair. We
give thanks for those working in mental health services and for efforts to build a kinder, more connected society.
Locally, we pray for Tythe Barn.
Thu 11 Dec - We pray for those who are homeless or living in insecure accommodation, and for charities offering
support. May we recognise God’s image in each person we meet. We pray for Upton Drive.
Fri 12 Dec - We pray for all without homes, jobs or security; for those struggling with debt or addiction; for refugees;
and for those in prison and their families. We give thanks for all who work for justice and human rights. We pray for
Warden Court.
Sat 13 Dec - We pray for a world where human rights are honoured, free from prejudice and discrimination. We pray
for all striving for peace and equality. Locally, we pray for Warden Park School.

Contacts

Vicar Parish Administrator Churchwarden

The Rev’d Daniel Valentine Gina Parker Jane Coan

01444 454007 01444 456461 churchwardenjane@holytrinitycuckfield.org
vicar@bholytrinitycuckfield.org office@holytrinitycuckfield.org

Operations Manager Children & Youth Worker Director of Music

Mandi Lines Toby Dawson David Curtis-Brignell

07525 097 849 07423 817842 07710 052628

OpsManager@holytrinitycuckfield.org Toby@holytrinitycuckfield.org DOM@holytrinitycuckfield.org
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